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L
EAVENWORTH — 
The churches of Leav-
enworth aren’t waiting 
for a tragedy to hap-
pen.

“No one in our 
community has died as a result of 
severe weather, and we don’t want 
that to happen,” said Linda Martin, 
a member of the mission team of 
the First United Methodist Church 
of Leavenworth.

It happens every year some-
where. 

News stories appear about a 
homeless person who died a lonely, 
cold death while warmth and safe-
ty were only a short distance away 
— if only someone had done some-
thing.

They’re doing something in 
Leavenworth. 

On Dec. 15, there was an ecu-
menical Christian “Blessing of the 
Beds” at a new homeless shelter, 
located on the second floor of the 

Leavenworth Emergency Assis-
tance Center of Catholic Charities 
of Northeast Kansas, located at 716 
N. 5th St. 

From that day on, the Leaven-
worth Interfaith Shelter of Hope 
was open for business.

“There was no homeless shelter 

in Leavenworth,” said Sister Vickie 
Perkins, SCL, director of the social 
service agency Welcome Central. 
“Numerous times over the past 30 
years, people in the churches tried 
to organize for one, but it never 
went anyplace.”

Maybe it was because the proj-

ect was too big for any one church, 
and the churches had no experi-
ence of coordinating with each oth-
er. Maybe it just needed the right 
leadership.

 Regardless of the reason for past 
failures, Sister Vickie took the bull 
by the horns and called a meeting 
in September of churches. Many 
of those churches already coordi-
nated with each other in providing 
food to homeless persons.

“The beginning of this garnered 
support from all corners of Christi-
anity [in Leavenworth and Lansing] 
and across the county,” said the 
Rev. Lynn Dickson, senior pastor at 
the First Christian Church (Disci-
ples of Christ).  “For some reason 
— the spirit of God, call it whatever 
you want to call it — we got a very 
broad base of support for this.”

The biggest challenge was get-
ting a building.

“You have to get the money to 
buy the building, then you have to 
renovate the building, but we kept 

Churches launch Leavenworth homeless shelter
Help for tHe Homeless
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Sister Vickie Perkins, SCL, director of the social service agency Welcome Central, walks a homeless man to his room for the night. Interfaith Shelter of Hope opened on Dec. 15 on the second floor of the 
Leavenworth Emergency Assistance Center of Catholic Charities of Northeast Kansas, 716 N. 5th St., Leavenworth (below).

>> See “Collaboration” on page 6
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The first 
Friday of 
Advent, 

I glanced at the 
front page of The 
Leaven featuring a 
photograph of four 
children gathered 
around an Advent 
wreath.

It was a striking photo 
that was a great visual 
reminder of the importance 
of prayer in the home during 
the Advent season. 

As I began to turn away 
from the photo, I thought 
that the oldest girl looked 
a lot like my great-niece 
Grace. I examined the 
photo more closely only to 
discover that it was, indeed, 
Grace and her three siblings 
— Jacob, Joey, and Emily. 
I need to give our Leaven 
photographer a bonus, 
because it was a minor 
miracle to capture all four 
looking very pious at the 
same moment.

Each year on the 
Sunday after Christmas, 
we celebrate the feast 
of the Holy Family. It 
reminds us that Jesus was 
born into a family and, 
in so doing, sanctified 
all family life. With the 
extraordinary synod on the 
family this past October, 
the World Gathering of 
Families in Philadelphia in 
September, and the Synod 
of Bishops also devoted to 
the family next October, 
2015 is a special year for 
families. The entire church 
throughout this year will be 
focused on the importance 
of marriage and family life. 

The family is the 
foundation for society, our 
nation and our church. 
Strong, healthy families 

form great citizens 
and leaders for local 
communities and for our 
country. The family is the 
human tool that God uses to 
pass on the faith from one 
generation to the next.

In Scott Hahn’s recent 
book “Evangelizing 
Catholics,” he talks about 
the importance that the 
Christian family has played 
in evangelizing culture. 
Hahn writes: “Millennia 
ago, the witness of Christian 
families in the ordinary 
course of life made 
countless converts in pagan 
Rome. By showing love in 
the little things — in the 
way spouses cared for each 
other, tended their children, 
performed their daily work, 
and showed kindness to 
their neighbors — these 
families testified to the 
transforming power of grace 
and the beauty of Christian 
life” (p. 86).

Vibrant, joyful Christian 
families are attractive. It 
is quite natural for others 
to desire the love and 
happiness in families where 
our Catholic faith is lived 
and celebrated. If you 
are considering making 
resolutions for the coming 
year, I encourage you to 
consider what you could do 
to strengthen your marriage 
and family life.

Based on what married 
couples have told me, the 
single, best thing you could 
do to deepen your love with 
your spouse is to participate 
in a “Living in Love” retreat. 

For information about the 
“Living in Love” weekends, 
please go to the Marriage 
and Family Life page on our 
archdiocesan website at: 
archkck.org. 

I also encourage you to 
check out School of Love 
(schooloflovekc.com), a 
ministry started by Mike 
and Kristi Dennihan. At the 
School of Love website, you 
will find excellent Catholic 
materials to strengthen 
your marriage and enhance 
your family life. Mike and 
Kristi are a local couple 
who are devoting their 
lives to helping married 
couples discover the joy and 
abundant life Jesus desires 
in every marriage.  

One easy, but powerful, 
way to strengthen the faith 
life of your family is to make 
Sunday the center of your 
week and the Eucharist the 
center of Sunday. Prepare 
for Sunday Mass by reading 
together as a family the 
Scriptures for the Eucharist. 
Invite each member of the 
family to share how the 
Lord spoke to them through 
the readings.

In “Evangelizing 
Catholics,” Hahn again 
writes: “In the year 304, in 
the North African city of 
Abitibi, Roman authorities 
arrested whole families for 
their Christian faith. When 
those families came before 
the judge, he offered them 
an easy out. 

“All you have to do, he 
told them, is not go to Mass 
on Sunday.

“They didn’t have to 
renounce Christ. They 
didn’t have to stop loving 
their spouses or treating 
their neighbors with 
kindness. They just had to 
stop going to Mass. But that 
they would not do.

“We cannot live without 
the Mass, they told the 
judge.

“And they never needed 

to. The judge promptly sent 
them to their deaths” (p. 92).

Hahn and his wife 
Kimberly have a wonderful 
practice in their family that 
was a custom Kimberly 
learned from her parents. 
Over dinner, each family 
member is invited to 
recall one good thing that 
happened that day. Every 
Sunday, each member of the 
family is asked to share the 
best thing that happened 
during the past week. The 
Hahns’ record these weekly 
good things in a book they 
keep in their dining room.

This little practice is 
a simple way to cultivate 
gratitude and hope within 
the family. This is obviously 
a good thing for every 
family. However, it is also 
important for empowering 
our Catholic families to 
provide a joyful witness 
that can help with the 
transformation of society 
and the world.

It was the hope and joy of 
the early Christians that was 
instrumental in converting 
an amazing number of 
people in the first centuries 
of Christianity. The hope 
and joy of the Christian 
life well-lived in the family 
contrast starkly with the 
pessimism and despair so 
prevalent in our secular 
culture. 

For those of us who are 
not married, we are called 
to do everything that we 
can to support married 
couples and parents in their 
vocations. We all have a 
huge stake in the vitality of 
marriage and family life. We 
need to make a conscious 
effort during the coming 
year to seek opportunities 
to encourage married 
couples in living their 
vocation of heroic love. 
The family is built upon 
healthy marriages. Culture 
and society are built upon 
healthy families. 

As we prepare for the 
new year, I encourage you 
in your prayer to ask the 
Lord what he wants you to 
do to strengthen your own 
marriage and/or support 
other married couples in 
living their vocation. If you 
want to make the world 
better, then do what you can 
to help foster healthy, happy 
and holy families. 
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K
ANSAS CITY, Kan. 
— “Where there are 
religious, there is 
joy,” once said a wise 
man in Rome.

He also said, “A 
gloomy disciple is a 

disciple of gloom.”
That sage observer of consecrated 

life is none other than Pope Francis 
himself, who is not only the Successor 
of Peter, but has lived the consecrated 
life for many years as a Jesuit.

Pope Francis has called the church to 
celebrate the gifts of those in religious 
orders by proclaiming the Year of Con-
secrated Life, from Nov. 30, the First 
Sunday of Advent, to Feb. 2, 2016, the 
feast of the Presentation of the Lord.

“The Year for Consecrated Life con-
cerns not only consecrated persons, but 
the entire church,” wrote Pope Francis 
in his proclamation message on Nov. 29. 

“Consequently,” he continued, “I ask 
the whole Christian people to be in-
creasingly aware of the gift which is the 
presence of our many consecrated men 
and women, heirs of the great saints 
who have written the history of Chris-
tianity.”

So, in the spirit of the Year of Con-
secrated Life, here are some thoughts 
from a few religious communities in the 
Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas.

Don’t be a pepper!
Pope Francis’ long life in a religious 

community is clearly reflected in things 
he’s said and done as pontiff.

“Two summers ago, he met with 
young religious in formation as well as 
seminarians from all over the world in 
Rome,” said community president Sis-
ter Susan Pieper of the Apostles of the 
Interior Life.

The pope talked, mostly off the cuff, 

for about an hour and shared what he 
learned from his experience of religious 
life.

“One funny thing he said was that 
we religious, as we get older, should not 
become like ‘pepperoncino sotto ace-
to,’ which literally means ‘a hot pepper 
soaked in vinegar,’” said Sister Susan.

“I think he was trying to say that, as 
we mature in years, sometimes we can 
become bitter, irritable and sad — not 
nice to be around,” she continued. “He 

was warning those people in formation 
to be attentive and not go down that 
path.”

He also warned them of a common 
temptation — which he himself fell into 
— of speaking badly of superiors and 
gossiping.

Living in community has influenced 
the kind of pope he is, said community 
director Sister Maureen Hall, of the Sis-
ters of Charity of Leavenworth.

“I believe Pope Francis, being a 
member of the Jesuits, does have an in-
sight into the common life, the various 
charisms and coming together to do 
what you can’t do alone to further God’s 
reign,” said Sister Maureen.

“His many pronouncements reflect, 
without ambiguity, [that] the people are 
the church of God,” she said. “Sharing 
life in community reminds us of this 
truth daily. We are invited to shape the 
‘rough edges’ of our lives over and over 
again. His many statements and actions 
are prophetic, and religious life calls all 
of us to that role.”

‘Edgy’ folks live 
on the edge

The pope has called the church to 
go out to the people living on the edge 
of society and the church — to the 
“peripheries,” as he puts it. But many 

pope pans ‘bitter peppers’ for 
Year of consecrated Life
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father matthew Habiger, oSb, does a reading at morning prayer at St. benedict’s Abbey in Atchison. 

>> See “vowed” on page 5
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Sister Alicia restrepo, of the Sisters, Servants of mary, takes in a game of bingo at the religious 
appreciation day this summer. the Sisters, Servants’ ministry focuses on caring for the sick and 
the dying. 
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archdiocesan communities are already 
there.

“We as Servants of Mary, in our own 
mission of caring for the sick in their 
own homes, caring for the dying and 
those who have no one to care for them, 
believe we are reaching to those in the 
peripheries,” said superior Sister Alicia 
Hermosillo, of the Sisters, Servants of 
Mary.

“Our ministry is not only focused on 
the spiritual and physical needs of the 
sick, but also their families,” she contin-
ued. “Since ours is a salvific mission to 
cooperate with Jesus and Mary for the 
salvation of all, . . . we strive to be faith-
ful to our mission with the sick, try-
ing to reach as many as we can — not 
only with our service, but also with our 
prayers and sacrifices.”

And being “edgy” — identifying with 
and serving those on the peripheries 
— is in the very DNA of the Capuchin 
Franciscans.

“In recent years, this means we have 
challenged our men in formation as 
well as many who are in full-time min-
istry to learn Spanish so that we can 
better serve a growing segment of our 
Catholic population,” said Father Duane 
Reinert, a Capuchin Franciscan.

“We have traditionally had a par-
ticular concern for the poor and have 
chosen to locate many of our houses 
in neighborhoods where we rub shoul-
ders with those we serve,” said Father 
Duane. “In Colorado Springs, [Colora-
do], we responded to the bishop’s invi-
tation to staff a Catholic chapel in the 
Citadel Mall [to] bring Christ to the 
marketplace. It has been a great place to 
evangelize [and] offer a thriving confes-
sion ministry!”

Inspiration to go to those on the pe-
ripheries comes from Jesus, according 
to provincial superior Little Sister Béné-
dicte, of the Community of the Lamb.

“The call of Pope Francis to go out to 
the peripheries resounds deeply in our 
hearts,” said Little Sister Bénédicte. “It 
comes together with the Holy Father’s in-
sistence to look to Jesus in the Gospels.”

“He is indeed the One who con-
descended to become incarnate and 
dwell among us,” she continued. “He 
shares meals with the tax collectors and 
sinners, he mingles with the sick, the 
blind, the despised, the outcast — even 
the untouchable lepers. . . . Going out to 
the peripheries is no ‘social work,’ but 
rather a ‘contemplative mission,’ walk-
ing with Jesus, striving to follow in his 
footsteps.”

The “peripheries” include the ur-
ban core of Kansas City, Kansas, for the 
Benedictine Sisters of Mount St. Scho-
lastica in Atchison.  

“Our Keeler Women’s Center serves 
women in the heart of Kansas City, 
Kansas, with  education, advocacy, and 
personal and spiritual development 
programs,” explained Benedictine pri-
oress Sister Anne Shepard. “We provide 
counseling; classes on nutrition, parent-
ing and English; spiritual direction; a 
drama group; and support groups” to a 
disadvantaged population.

“In addition,” she continued, “we have 
Sisters working at schools in the inner 
city, including Cristo Rey High School 
in Kansas City, Missouri., and Donnelly 
College in Kansas City, Kansas.”

Hey, do you smell sheep?
Jesus called for his followers to be 

“salt and light” to the world. But what 

does it mean to live this in the context 
of consecrated life today?

“No matter what time or culture we 
live in, our call to be ‘salt and light’ in 
the world as consecrated religious de-
mands of us that we live our vocations 
well,” said Abbot James Albers, of St. 
Benedict’s Abbey in Atchison. 

“If we answer that call to live our vo-
cations as monks well,” he continued, 
“then that great commission to spread 
the Gospel should naturally flow from 
our communal lives and the works that 
we offer.”

First, Benedictines must be faithful 
to their primary work of prayer and, 
second, offer themselves for the bene-
fit of the faith and well-being of God’s 
people.

“For us, that means mainly through 
education and pastoral works,” said Ab-
bot James.

Although they live in community, 
consecrated persons must “have the 
smell of the sheep,” as Pope Francis 
declared. They must know and under-
stand people to serve them.

“[Since] we go out to where people 
are, we need to have a pretty good grasp 
of what is happening in the world,” said 
Sister Susan. 

“We need to keep up with what is 
happening — not only worldwide, but 
here in the United States and, in partic-
ular, those places where we minister,” 
she added. “We can’t lose touch with 
reality, otherwise we can’t meet people 
where they are at, and they will feel like 
they are not understood.”

The way consecrated persons can 
reach people today can be summed up 
in a single word: authenticity.

“This is a very good time to live as 
a religious in our culture,” said Sister 
Alicia. “Our society is tired of words. 
[People] want to see good examples and 
authenticity. As Saint Francis said, let us 
go out to evangelize and, if necessary, 
we will use words.”

“He meant that a religious person 
just living the life he is called to live in 
authenticity is enough to bring the king-
dom of God to others,” she continued. 

“Words may be necessary, but they are 
not essential. If we as religious live with 
passion or consecration to God and our 
service to the people of God, we are go-
ing to be the ‘salt of the earth and light 
of the world’ without being aware of it.”

Not buying the 
‘culture club’

There have always been challenges 
faced by those living the consecrated 
life, some worse than others.

This age is no different.
“There are many challenges today, as 

there have been in every age,” said Fa-
ther Duane. “As Capuchin Franciscans, 
we give witness as simple brothers that 
we are all brothers and sisters in Christ. 
We give witness by life in communi-
ty that living together in peace in our 
world is possible — not easy, but pos-
sible.”

“We give witness by our prayer, our 
simplicity of life, and our trust in God 
that our treasure is not in this world,” 
he added. “Like those we serve, we are 
broken, fragile and sinful. [God] can 
give us the courage and fortitude to 
continue our journey back to him, our 
creator.”

In reality, the struggles of religious 
are the same for all Christians: to be 
converted.

“As they struggle like everybody 
along the bumpy road of daily conver-
sion, the religious can become ‘salt and 
light’ in the world when, discovering 
their weaknesses, they humbly embrace 
them and offer them up to the Savior,” 
said Little Sister Bénédicte.

Vowed religious do not live in a bub-
ble. They face the challenges presented 
by the culture and their own human 
limitations.

So how do Benedictines face modern 
challenges? By seeking a balance.

“Culture does place challenges on us 
as monks,” said Abbot James, “[like] the 
various technologies and the question 
of balancing the good of these advances 
with the intrusion they might create on 

the simplicity of our lives to which we 
are called.

“But I think a particular challenge we 
face is recognizing the great need of the 
people of God for us to be a part of their 
lives alongside the tension of the very 
real human constraints of time and en-
ergy.”

In reality, the opportunities for min-
istry are unlimited, but there are just so 
many monks to go around.

“Our response to this very real need 
of God’s people, up against this very 
good tension of our human limitations, 
is to seek in our lives the balance to 
which Saint Benedict calls us,” said Ab-
bot James. “If we don’t have this balance 
in our lives, then we won’t be very use-
ful to God and his church very long.”

The year ahead
Plans are underway in many of the 

communities to celebrate the Year of 
Consecrated Life in a variety of ways.

The Benedictine Sisters of Mount St. 
Scholastica, for example, will begin the 
celebration of the Year of Consecrated 
Life on the feast day of St. Scholasti-
ca, Feb. 10, when students from Maur 
Hill-Mount Academy and St. Benedict 
School, both in Atchison, will join them 
for a Mass in St. Scholastica Chapel.

The Sisters are also hoping for visits 
from bishops with connections to the 
community from over the years. Bishop 
Edward Weisenburger, of the Diocese 
of Salina, worked with Benedictine Sis-
ters in Piedmont, Oklahoma, and Arch-
bishop Blase J. Cupich, archbishop of 
the Archdiocese of Chicago, was taught 
by the Benedictine Sisters of Atchison.  

And, of course, the Benedictine Sis-
ters, like all the orders, are hoping for 
a visit from Archbishop Joseph F. Nau-
mann sometime during the year.

Watch upcoming issues of The Leaven 
and the websites and Facebook pages of 
the individual orders for detailed sched-
ules of events.

Vowed religious try to be ‘salt and light’ to the world
>> continued from page 3
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father Duane reinert, above, said the Capuchin franciscans, in recent years, have challenged their men in formation as well as many who are in full-time 
ministry to learn Spanish so they can better serve a growing segment of the Catholic population.
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By Christopher M. Riggs
Catholic Advance editor

When Jean Inskeep’s 
daughter called her in 
January about going 
with her on a pilgrim-

age to Fatima, Lourdes and Rome, Jean 
had to hold the phone to her right ear 
because she had been deaf on her left 
side since 2000.

“My first question was how much 
does it cost?” she said. Her daughter, 
Jennifer Godar, who lives in Shawnee, 
asked her to consider that it was a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.

After discussing it with her hus-
band, Jean called her daughter to say 
she would be going, and later invited 
her cousin, Joan Grooms of Indianapo-
lis — who was more like a sister — to 
go with them. In anticipating the trip, 
Jean said she remembers thinking of 
various family members she planned 
to pray for at the holy sites, especially 
when they got to Lourdes.

Jean, a member of Holy Cross Parish 
in Hutchinson, left from Kansas City 
on Oct. 7 with her daughter and cousin 
for the pilgrimage. Their first stop was 
Fatima, Portugal, on Oct. 9.

“Every time Joan and I would think 
about Fatima, we would start crying,” 
Jean said. “We would reminisce about 
different things like, ‘Do you remem-
ber the movie when we were kids and 
our uncle took us to the theater to see 
a movie about Fatima?’”

Her cousin replied, “Yes, I can’t be-
lieve we’re here.”

When they arrived at their hotel at 
Fatima, both Jean and Joan again began 
crying. “My daughter said, ‘What are 
you crying about?’” Jean said. “We said, 
‘We just can’t believe we’re here!’”

After breakfast the next day, the 
group began walking toward the site 
where Mass would be celebrated. 
“But my daughter said we need to go 
to the lobby to get our headsets so we 
could listen to the tour guide because 
we were going to wander around after 
Mass,” Jean said.

After picking up their headsets, the 
group of 90 began walking toward the 
basilica. “I looked at my headset and 
the earpiece and I told my daughter, 
‘Look at this, they gave me an earpiece 
for my left ear. This isn’t going to do 
me any good. I can’t hear anything out 
of my left ear. I wonder if they have 
one for the right ear?”

Her daughter ran back to the hotel 
to exchange the left earpiece, but was 
told they didn’t have any for the right 
side. “My daughter said maybe I could 
hold it or attach it to my glasses on my 

right side to make it work. I said, ‘OK, 
but tell me when the lady starts talking 
so I can hold it up to my ear.’”

After walking past a statue of Jesus 
near an area where pilgrims retrieve 
water to take home, and seeing pilgrims 
making their way on their knees, Jean 
and her cousin began weeping again. 
“You know, it doesn’t take much,” she 
said.

Moments later, Jean’s daughter told 
her mother the tour guide had begun 
to speak.

“I just reached down to grab the ear-
piece, not thinking — and why I did it, 
I have no idea — I grabbed it and I put 
it up to my left ear,” she said. “I held it 
for a second and I stopped dead in my 
tracks and I started crying.”

Her daughter — once again — asked 
her why she was weeping.

“I looked at her and I said, ‘Jennifer, 
I can hear.’ I took it away from my ear 
and I said, ‘Jennifer, the noise is gone! 

The ringing is gone! I can hear! I can 
hear people around me from that side.”

Jean said she didn’t want to take the 
earpiece away from her left ear for fear 
that her hearing would not return.

“I thought, ‘Well, it’s probably the 
pressure from the airplane, and it’s go-
ing to pop and it’s not going to be there. 
It’s going to be gone,” she said, adding 
that she remembers hearing people 
from the Orient speaking in their na-
tive languages.

After Mass, Jennifer asked if she 
could still hear. “I could hear people at 
lunch and it was like Surround Sound,” 
she said.

The news of her miracle spread and 
she was asked to visit with Archbishop 
Joseph F. Naumann, the pilgrimage’s 
spiritual leader.

“I felt like a little kid, like, what did 
I do that the archbishop wants to see 
me?” she said. “My first question to 
him was: Why me? We saw all these 

people who are obviously in very ill 
health, and I said, ‘Why me?’”

Archbishop Naumann told her that 
there’s a reason her hearing returned 
and that she would eventually find out.

After many more tears and visits to 
Lourdes and Rome, the pilgrims re-
turned home on Oct. 17. Later, during 
an unrelated visit, she asked her doctor 
to check if the two holes in her left ear-
drum were still there. They were.

“Do you think there’s any reason I 
should have a hearing test?” she asked 
her doctor.

“Can you hear?” he asked. “I said 
yes, and he said, ‘Why waste your time 
or your money? . . . If you can hear, you 
can hear.”

Her granddaughter Chloe had to 
be convinced, too. After testing her 
grandmother from Jean’s left side, she 
said, “You really can hear me!”

“Yes,” Jean said, “I really can hear 
you.”

pilgrims truly had something to cry about
Hutchinson woman planned to pray for a miracle for relatives but received one of her own

photo courtesy oF the cathoLic advance

Jennifer Godar, Jean Inskeep, and Joan Grooms stand in St. Peter’s Square in rome. the trio were on a pilgrimage in october during which Jean’s hearing 
in her left ear was apparently miraculously restored.
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By Joe Bollig
joe@theleaven.com

KANSAS CITY, Kan. — The 
events this fall in the St. 
Louis suburb of Ferguson 
sent shock waves through-

out the nation — and prompted 
some soul-searching as well.

Many asked a hard question: 
Could something like that happen 
here?

With an eye toward improving 
relations between public safety en-
tities and the community, a Public 
Safety Recruitment Task Force was 
created by Mark R. Holland, mayor 
and CEO of the Unified Govern-
ment of Wyandotte County/Kansas 
City, Kansas.

The mayor’s task force had its 
first public meeting on Dec. 11 at 
City Hall. It has met three times be-
tween April and August already.

Members of the task force have 
been drawn from across the commu-
nity, and include Donnelly College 
president Msgr. Stuart Swetland 
and principal of Bishop Ward High 
School, Father Thomas Schrader, O. 
Carm.

Holland actually began building 
the task force long before the Fergu-
son unrest. While attending a Fire 
Department graduation ceremony 
in November 2013, he noticed the 
43-member class had one Hispanic, 
one woman and no African-Ameri-
cans.

By contrast, the demographic 
makeup of Wyandotte County is 40 
percent Caucasian, 28 percent His-
panic, 27 percent African-American, 
and 7 percent other.

It was this disparity that occa-
sioned the founding of the task 
force.

“The goal of this task force is to 

have all segments of our commu-
nity represented,” Holland said in 
statement. “We realize the role of 
our educational institutions, espe-
cially from an economic develop-
ment perspective, in preparing our 
students for these great careers in 
public safety.”

“Donnelly College and Bishop 
Ward are both excellent schools that 
reach a unique segment of our pop-
ulation,” he continued. “It is import-
ant to have their input and ideas. 
Moving forward, this task force will 
create a feasible action plan that can 
guide our commissioners to create 
the best possible outcomes for Wy-
andotte County as we review the 
recruitment of our public safety of-
ficers.”

As a member of the task force, 
Msgr. Swetland learned more about 
the limited diversity within the 
public safety entities of Wyandotte 
County: The Fire Department is 82 
percent Caucasian, the Police De-
partment is 72 percent Caucasian, 
and the Sheriff ’s Department is 66 
percent Caucasian.

“Obviously, there are big discrep-
ancies between the basic breakdown 
of the population of the county and 
those particular workforces,” said 
Msgr. Swetland.

“This isn’t just a problem [for 
those entities],” he continued. “If 
you look at the United Government, 
its number [of Caucasians] is 68 per-
cent. Because of the sensitivity [of 
the work] of police, fire and sheriff ’s 
offices, this is being addressed first.”

So far, Msgr. Swetland and oth-
er members of the task force have 
spent most of their time listening 
and asking questions. 

“I think we don’t want to spend 
too much time saying what went 
wrong in the past,” he said. “It’s 

important we recognize what went 
wrong in the past, but the main pur-
pose of this commission is to figure 
out what we can do moving for-
ward.”

The task force is charged with de-
veloping an action plan that the Uni-
fied Government can use to address 
the disparity between the makeup of 
the public safety personnel and the 
general population. The mayor has 
set a deadline of April 2015.

“From a faith perspective, we 
should remind everyone that, as 
Catholics, we recognize that each 
and every person is made in the im-
age and likeness of God and thus has 
a dignity that is unique and wonder-
ful,” said Msgr. Swetland. 

Racism, he said, is an irrational 
and man-made structure of sin that 
needs to be addressed at its roots. 

“Healing these racial issues has 
to do with healing the human heart 
and our tendency to judge and look 
on others based not on the dignity 
they have as ‘Imago Dei,’ but what 
race they are,” said Msgr. Swetland. 
“That’s what has to be healed.”

For his part, Holland thinks the 
church is a major player in the life 
of his city.

“We recognize the work that the 
Catholic Church does on a daily 
basis in Wyandotte County, espe-
cially in our urban core,” said Hol-
land. “The church provides not only 
through ministry but also through 
outreach programs through Catho-
lic Charities.

“Both Bishop Ward and Donnelly 
serve a large number of underprivi-
leged individuals and give them the 
educational opportunities they oth-
erwise wouldn’t have,” he contin-
ued. “Together, they work to break 
the cycle of poverty through educa-
tion.”
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Catholics contribute to WyCo task force
Peter and Mary nguyen, members of 

holy trinity Par-
ish, lenexa, will 
celebrate their 
50th wedding an-
niversary on Jan. 
9. they will cel-
ebrate their an-
niversary in June 
at the archdioce-
san golden wed-
ding anniversary 
mass. the couple 
was married on 

Jan. 9, 1965, in cho Quan Parish in Saigon, 
vietnam, and immigrated with their fam-
ily to Wichita in 1975. their children are: 
raphael nguyen, olathe; Stephen nguyen, 
overland Park; benedict nguyen, braden-
ton, Florida; and John nguyen, overland 
Park. they also have 15 grandchildren. 

betty (burdick) and duane olberd-
ing, members of 
St. Joseph Parish, 
leavenworth, will 
celebrate their 
50th wedding 
anniversary on 
Dec. 26. the cou-
ple was married 
Dec. 26, 1964, 
at St. augustine 
church, Fidelity. 
their children 
are: anthony ol-

berding, bloomington Springs, tennes-
see; anne anderson,  overland Park; and 
arlen olberding, Fort collins, colorado. a 
son, andrew olberding, is deceased. they 
also have three grandchildren. they had a 
pre-anniversary celebration on a hawaiian 
cruise in late July.

louis Sr. and lydia (weaver) Seve, 
members of our 
lady of Unity Par-
ish, Kansas city, 
Kansas, will cel-
ebrate their 60th 
wedding anniver-
sary on Dec 27. 
the couple was 
married on Dec. 
27, 1954, at the 
old Sacred heart 
church, Kansas 
city, Kansas, by 

msgr. louis hauder. their children are: 
louis Seve Jr., Shawnee; thomas Seve, 
Kansas city, Kansas; michael Seve (de-
ceased); and marsha Wood, Kansas city, 
Kansas. they also have seven grandchil-
dren and nine great-grandchildren. a fam-
ily get-together is being planned.

NEW ANNIVErSAry PoLICy
• The Leaven prints 50, 60, 65 and 70th 
notices. 
• Announcements are due eight days before 
the desired publication date. 
• Announcements must be typed. 
• They are for parishioners of Catholic 
parishes in the archdiocese of Kansas city in 
Kansas, or for those who have resided in the 
archdiocese for a significant period of time. 
include the following information:
• The couple’s names
• their parish
• the date they were married
• church and city where they were married
• what they are doing to celebrate
• date of the celebration
• names of children (no spouses please)
• number of grandchildren and great-grand-
children; 
photo specifications:
• Emailed photos need to be at least 200 dpi. 
• Mailed photos can be any size.
• If you would like your photo returned, 
include a self-addressed stamped envelope.
send notices to: the Leaven, 12615 parallel 
pkwy., Kansas city, Ks 66109, attn: anniver-
saries; or send an email to: todd@theleaven.
com. 

saying, ‘We need it now’,” said Sister 
Vickie.

That’s when Catholic Charities 
played a key role.

“I went to a lunch meeting at the Sis-
ters of Charity of Leavenworth moth-
erhouse just to say thank you for sup-
porting Catholic Charities,” said Kim 
Brabits, vice president of program op-
erations.

“They mentioned Sister Vickie’s de-
sire to open a shelter, and I became very 
interested, because I’ve done quite a bit 
in homeless services,” she continued. 
“Sister Vickie and I met, and we decid-
ed that the space above our emergen-
cy assistance center would be a great 
location for them, at least temporarily 
during the winter months.”

Catholic Charities will cover the cost 
of heating and lights, and the Sisters of 
Charity paid for enhancements to get 
it up to code, in collaboration with the 
Catholic Charities’ facilities manager.

“It’s been a great relationship so far, 
and we’re anxious to see it up and run-
ning,” said Brabits. “Leavenworth has 
no shelter. . . . I can’t stress how needed 
this is for the Leavenworth communi-
ty.”

The shelter has three larger rooms, 
which have four cots each, and four 

smaller rooms, which have two cots 
each. Initially, the shelter will have 20 
cots total, although it could expand to 
30.

No shower or laundry facilities are 
available now, but that is being consid-
ered for the future. It does not have a 
kitchen, but snacks will be available to 
the guests.

The shelter will be staffed largely 
with volunteers, although there will 
be one employee. The volunteers will 
oversee four shifts, each lasting slightly 
more than three hours. To operate, the 
shelter needs 14 volunteers each night. 
It will be open only during the winter, 
from 9 p.m. to 7 a.m.

The shelter can accommodate men 
and women. Children younger than age 
18 must be accompanied. Families will 
have a separate room.  

“Catholic Charities of Northeast 
Kansas is a ministry of the Archdiocese 
of Kansas City in Kansas, so we em-
brace the broadest definition of ‘Who 
is my neighbor?’” said Ken Williams, 
president and CEO.

“We provide services to the most vul-
nerable, regardless of faith, age, gender, 
race or ethnicity, disability or creed,” 
continued Williams.  “But in order to 
be consistent with our church’s teach-
ings on marriage, same-sex couples are 
welcome but will not be housed as fam-

ilies.
 “This shelter will serve everyone,” 

Williams concluded. “But while they 
are with us, they will be asked to re-
spect and honor the beliefs of the Cath-
olic Church.”

Between 20 and 30 churches are 
involved in the shelter project, with 
varying degrees of activity, said Sister 
Vickie. One woman, a pastor in Man-
hattan, came and shared her experience 
in shelter operations. She provided an 
operations manual that will be used as 
a model for the Leavenworth shelter. 
Four committees were formed to tack-
le various areas: facilities, policies and 
procedures, and fundraising. 

 Another key player was the city of 
Leavenworth.

“Our city manager has been very 
helpful,” said Rev. Dickson. “When we 
met with Scott Miller, he was right on 
board. He cut through red tape and all 
kinds of stuff for us to get us going, 
which is nice.”

Sister Vickie estimates it will cost 
about $24,000 a year to run the shel-
ter. The shelter will be incorporated as 
a not-for-profit corporation and seek 
grants and donations. Churches are 
pledging $100 a month to help support 
the effort.

>> continued from page 1

collaboration addressed vital need

By Jessica Langdon
jessica@theleaven.com

K
ANSAS CITY, Kan. 
— Here’s a little quiz 
for a married couple.

Do you consider 
the money in your 
account:

a) Your money,
b) My money, or
c) Our money?
The correct answer: “Really, none 

of the above,” said Dan Coon, an ac-
countant by profession and a member 
of St. Ann Parish in Prairie Village.

Over the past several years, he has 
helped coordinate sessions to pro-
vide insights to parishioners and oth-
ers hoping to step out of debt.

“It’s God’s money,” continued 
Coon. “Everything 
you have comes from 
him.”

With a new cal-
endar year opening 
soon, many people 
are making New 
Year’s resolutions, 
and getting out of 
debt tops many lists.

Managing money — for everyone 
in all stages of life — is really a matter 
of good stewardship, said Coon.

“We’re going to be held responsi-
ble for what we did with the gifts that 
God gave us during our lives when 
we go do this accounting at the end,” 
said Coon.

Picture God saying: “One of the 
gifts I gave you was your money. 
What did you do with it?”

Coon poses the question of wheth-
er someone spent their way into debt 
as opposed to giving to those in need.

“Part of being a successful stew-
ard of your money is not living in 
debt and having extra to give away to 
those in need,” he said.

He has worked in the past with a 
specifically Catholic program — “7 
Steps to Becoming Financially Free” 
by Phil Lenahan through Veritas Fi-
nancial Ministries — and, in recent 
years, has coordinated sessions of 
Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace Uni-
versity program.

Ramsey is a nationally known fi-
nancial author and speaker.

“It’s pretty rewarding. I’ll be walk-
ing out of church and see somebody 
who was in one of my classes,” said 
Coon. “They’re so excited. They 
want to tell me they just paid off their 
credit card.”

Or they saved and paid cash for a 
big purchase.

“That didn’t come with a burden,” 
said Coon of the cash purchase over 
credit.

When customers use credit and 
take a while to pay it off, companies 
make more money than they would 
on an outright purchase, he said.

Overcoming debt
Debt can snowball into an over-

whelming burden for some people.
In fact, when you look at the statis-

tics, a substantial number of couples 
whose marriages end in divorce cite 
financial stressors and arguments as 
the top reason, he said.

A big step toward starting to solve 
the debt problem, 
say the people who 
coordinate Financial 
Peace University 
sessions, is tracking 
where your money 
goes.

Ginger McCor-
mick, a parishioner 
of St. Joseph Parish 

in Shawnee and a Financial Peace 
University coordinator, knows what 
it feels like to break free from debt.

“I had gone through years of what 
80 percent of America goes through 
— living paycheck to paycheck,” she 
said. 

Then she did some reassessing of 
her life.

“I wanted to be financially healthy,” 
she said.

She took part in the first session of 
Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace Uni-
versity program offered at her parish.

“He just had a way of simplifying 

what I think we’ve all overcompli-
cated just down to the basics,” said 
McCormick. “And he put it in a very 
simple way and put it in steps — very 
easy steps. He called them ‘baby 
steps.’”

Before people start thinking about 
investing (which is addressed later in 
the program for those who are ready), 
it can be a matter of “Let’s get the bills 
paid, let’s make sure your children 
are eating,” said McCormick.

And it looks at whether people 
have the right insurance, whether 
they’re paying too much for certain 
things, and explores many ways to 
save money.

“He intertwines passages from the 
Bible on stewardship,” said McCor-
mick.

She realized that the “peace” part 
of the program really rings true.

“You get used to all that stress and 
you don’t realize how much you’re 
carrying until it’s gone,” she said.

As people go through a course, 
watching Ramsey’s videos and using 
the accompanying materials, they 
learn to budget and to see where 
their money is going.

“It’s like taking care of your 
health,” said McCormick. “It’s like 
exercising. It’s like dieting. It’s a 
lifestyle thing. It takes exercise. It 
takes time.”

Tracking ‘God’s money’
 Coon says that it doesn’t take a lot 

of time — or even a large expenditure 
— to wind up in debt.

“If you make $10,000 a year and 
you spend $10,001, you’re not living 
within your means,” he said.

The same thing applies even to 
people who make upwards of $1 mil-
lion.

“If you spend more than you make, 
you’re upside-down,” he said. “The 
biggest problem is people don’t know 
where they spend.”

That is one of the hard parts, no 
matter what program you’re follow-
ing, agrees McCormick.

The more “slushy” areas — gas, 
food, eating out, entertainment — all 
need to be tracked, too.

Ramsey encourages people to use 
cash for those things, she said.

Keeping close track can make a 
big difference. A simple start could 
be cutting out restaurant meals a few 
times a week.

“It’s amazing how much money 

people find that they can [use to] pay 
off debt and invest and donate,” said 
McCormick.

She’s proud to see the ideas rub-
bing off on her own children. One of 
her daughters, for example, uses cash 
and is committed to not accruing 
debt.

“And it’s God’s money,” said 
Coon, encouraging everyone to put 
thought into how they’re going to 
treat it.

“People might say, ‘I work for that. 
It’s not God’s money. I work for it,’” 
he said. “He gave you the brains and 
the physical ability to go to work.”

How do you manage ‘god’s money’?

Wants vs. needs
For more on making this 

new year a debt-free year 
by distinguishing wants 
from needs, see pages 8-9.

rESoLutIoN rEADy?
Dan coon recommends:
1) make a budget. If not that, 

at least write down what you 
spend and what you spend it on. 
(this can be done electronically 
or simply with pen and paper for 
a couple of months.) You don’t 
know where your money is going 
until you write it down.

2) read up on the subject. 
Some inexpensive materials are 
available through Dave ramsey’s 
website at: www.daveramsey.
com.

Ginger mccormick suggests:
1) First thing: Quit using your 

credit cards. Just quit. then pay 
them off.

2) Start saving for emergen-
cies. (ramsey urges people to 
get $1,000 in the bank quickly.) 
“and don’t touch it unless you 
truly have an emergency,” add-
ed mccormick. “Until you have 
that emergency fund, don’t go 
out to eat.”

3) track your spending — in-
cluding the discretionary spend-
ing — and make sure you’re get-
ting the best rate on what you 
buy.

both suggest signing up for 
a Dave ramsey class. to learn 
more about upcoming courses 
in the area (there are many) and 
purchasing membership/materi-
als (one membership can cover 
the whole family), visit ramsey’s 
website at: www.daveramsey.
com.

Under classes, select “Finan-
cial Peace University” to get 
started.

“We’re going 
to be held 

responsible for what 
we did with the gifts 
that God gave us 
during our lives when 
we go do this ac-
counting at the end.” 

Dan Coon
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stories by donna sKeeLs cygan

I
f you’re mired in debt and unable 
to save a cent, you’re well ac-
quainted with stress, worry and 
shame. but the thought of digging 
out is so overwhelming that, frank-
ly, you’d rather push it away and 
drown your woes in (yet another) 

$5 latte. the devil you know, right? 
Wrong, says Donna Skeels 
cygan. taking control of 
your finances is far more 
rewarding than sticking 
with the (unsustain-

able) status quo.
“action empow-

ers and energizes,” 
she says. “When you 
start taking the first 

steps toward smart 
money management 
— once you start 
living mindfully and 
deliberately rather 

than trudging ahead on 
consumer autopilot — you’ll be 

surprised by how good it feels.”

here, cygan shares 15 suggestions to 
help you build a more financially secure 
future:

First, get clear on what you’re spend-
ing now. most people have no idea where 
their money goes each month. So Step 
one in your financial recovery plan is to 
track your spending. how much are you 
spending on eating at restaurants? on 
entertainment? on car payments? how 
much are you charging? (and how much 
are — or aren’t — you saving?)

identify weak points in your cur-
rent budget. Getting a clear picture of 
your current budget will show you where 
changes can, and should, be made. are 
constant car payments keeping you from 
contributing to your 401(k)? Is your fam-
ily paying for extra cable channels and 
smartphone services despite the fact that 
your emergency fund is nonexistent? Is 
that new outfit you’re wearing paid for . . . 
or will you get the credit card bill for it in a 
few weeks? asking yourself questions like 
these will be uncomfortable, but they’ll 
lead to positive changes.

Get serious about paying down debt. 
Debt is the root of most, if not all, of your 
financial stress — and getting rid of it is 
an important step toward financial secu-
rity. So stop procrastinating, get out your 
calendar and bank statements, and make 
a plan. If you’re not sure where to start, 
it’s generally a good idea to focus on debt 
that carries the highest interest rate — 
perhaps a car loan or credit card debt.

“Where there’s a will, there’s usually a 
way,” cygan notes. “most families can cut 
expenses somewhere and put those funds 
toward debt. and if your budget is already 
trimmed down to the essentials, consider 
getting a second part-time job, just a few 
hours a week, and putting that money to-
ward debt reduction.”

Commit to saving today. (if you 
don’t, it won’t happen.) of course, your 
ultimate goal is not just reducing what 
you owe but building up a surplus in your 
savings account and investment portfolio. 
but first you must make a conscious effort 
to start saving. Don’t just make a mental 
commitment. Say it out loud. In fact, write 
it down. Do it now. What gets prioritized 
gets done.

“People tend to think of saving in vague 
terms,” she adds. “they have this half-
formed idea that they’ll save ‘someday’ 
when the kids are out of day care or the car 
is paid for — but that magical someday nev-
er comes. there’s always something else to 
buy if you aren’t committed to saving.”

Hold a family meeting to set some 
long-term financial goals. (and get spe-
cific with your strategy.) maybe you’d like 
to save more for retirement, set up college 
savings accounts for your kids, and beef up 
your emergency fund. to make sure your 
long-term financial goals actually happen, 
you and your family need to sit down and 
figure out how you’re going to get from 
here to there. Specifically, how much mon-
ey do you want to put into your roth Ira 
each month? What other expenditures will 
you need to adjust to ensure that happens?

at the same time, consider what re-
ally, truly brings you joy. how we spend 
our money says a lot about our values and 
priorities, cygan points out. take some 
time and think about what’s really import-
ant to you and your family and embrace 
the (possibly liberating!) responsibility 

of reordering your life. With your values 
in mind, it may be less difficult than you 
thought to get rid of unnecessary and 
unwanted items, obligations, and self-        
imposed responsibilities.

“this will free up literal and figurative 
space for you to make new and wonder-
ful changes, which will probably involve 
spending more time with the people you 
love,” cygan says. “Don’t forget: Psychol-
ogy research shows that improving our re-
lationships with others is the number-one 
way to increase our happiness.”

rethink what you’re calling “necessi-
ties.” For example, do you really need the 
expensive cable package with all the mov-
ie channels, or would you be able to get 
by with basic cable? Does your 12-year-old 
really need a cellphone with a data plan? 
In fact, extreme as it may seem, do you 
truly need the big house you’re living in, or 
would downsizing to a more modest home 
work just as well for your family — and far 
better for your budget?

“often we think we need things just be-
cause everyone else seems to have them,” 
says cygan. “but this is nothing more than 
peer pressure. there really are very few 
true needs. the rest are just wants. and 
when we really think about what brings us 
joy, we usually realize we don’t want our 
‘wants’ as much as we thought we did.” 

Make sustainable short-term chang-
es. If you were somewhat surprised (or 
shocked, or horrified) by the state of your 
monthly budget, you might be inspired to 
make changes. but cygan cautions you to 
start small. In other words, don’t cancel 
your cable subscription and video stream-
ing service in a fit of frugality. Your will-
power might last a few days, but you’re 
not likely to live long term with no tv. In-
stead, start by cutting out your premium 
channels, for instance. or cancel your ca-
ble altogether and start tackling the net-
flix watch list you’ve been building up.

“the idea is to make smart adjust-
ments in your lifestyle, not to turn your 
life upside down overnight,” cygan com-
ments. “Small is sustainable — and baby 
steps in your budget do add up!”

Start paying attention. a lot of our 
spending tends to happen while we’re 
asleep at the wheel, so to speak. We sign 
up for expenses like cellphone plans, in-

surance policies, and Internet services 
. . . and then forget about them. (If pay-
ments are set up for autodraft, we may 
completely forget about them.) take a 
closer look at these regular expenses. Is 
there a more affordable option out there? 
are you paying for features you don’t use? 
no, spending an evening researching in-
surance policies and cable-phone-Internet 
bundles might not be fun, but it might just 
save you a few hundred — or even a few 
thousand — dollars a year.

“other ways to pay attention include 
watching sales circulars and using cou-
pons,” says cygan. “buy what’s on sale in-
stead of what catches your eye. eat what’s 
in your freezer instead of ordering a pizza. 
Dig through your closet the next time you 
have a wedding to attend instead of rush-
ing out to buy a new dress — something in 
there will surely work just fine.”

Pay in cash whenever you can. re-
search has shown that we spend roughly 
15 percent more when we pay with a cred-
it card as opposed to using cash. If you 
have to reach into your wallet and count 
out bills in order to pay for a meal, a new 
shirt, or the latest gaming system, you 
might just decide that it isn’t worth the 
money after all.

Spend some time thinking about val-
ue. Does paying for a pair of big-name 
shoes make you happier than wearing 
look-alike knockoffs? can you really taste 
the difference between name-brand and 
store-brand? It may turn out that paying 
more for the best of everything is making 
you miserable when the bills come in. If 
you can shave some cents off price tags, 
you might just end up with a lot more 
peace of mind.

avoid seasonal entitlement traps. We 
work (really) hard throughout the year, so 
it’s easy to convince ourselves that we 
“deserve” a lavish vacation each summer 
and a no-holds-barred holiday celebration. 
but the truth is, you don’t need to spend a 
fortune to relax, have fun, and make great 
memories with your family.

“You might find that a more financial-
ly sane approach lets you focus more on 
each other — and that your former tradi-
tions were cash drains that never really 
lived up to the hype,” says cygan.

Focus more on experiences and less 
on things. From eating at expensive 
restaurants to making sure our homes are 
decked out with flat-screen tvs and sound 
systems, most of us don’t mind pulling 
out our wallets in the name of enjoyment. 
(and often, we don’t worry about the price 
tag until it’s too late.) but psychology 
shows that experiences are always more 
impactful on our happiness than things. 
Do some soul searching before you get 
out the credit cards. For instance, cooking 
a meal together as a family might bring 
all of you more joy than piling into the car 
and ordering from yet another overpriced 
menu.

Get real about kids’ needs. Stylish 
tween fashion. electronic gadgets and all 
their upgrades. Summer camps. traveling 
sports teams. music, dance, and gymnas-
tics lessons. be honest: Is an alarming 
percentage of your budget going toward 
your kids’ activities and desires? and how 
much enrichment are your children really 
receiving? the truth is, well-meant expen-
ditures that were supposed to make your 
kids happy and fulfilled add up quickly and 
often leave kids themselves feeling over-
stressed and overscheduled (not to men-
tion entitled).

don’t hesitate to call in the profes-
sionals. If you’re not sure where to start, 
which budget changes would be most ef-
fective, or how best to begin paying down 
debt, talk to a financial adviser. many bro-
kerage firms provide helpful information 
on their websites, but it is usually more 
helpful to sit down with a live person. 
Surf on websites for a financial adviser 
near you. these will lead you to fee-only 
financial advisers who won’t be trying to 
sell you something. In addition, some of 
the advisers will work on an hourly basis, 
which may be a good fit for your needs. 
“Your financial adviser can help you make 
sound financial decisions now and in the 
future,” cygan notes. “and remember, the 
more honest you are about your current 
situation and your financial goals, the 
more helpful your adviser can be.”

Donna Skeels Cygan is the author of 
“The Joy of Financial Security: The art and 
science of becoming happier, managing 
your money wisely, and creating a secure 
financial future.”

15 tips to help you get back on 
the path to financial responsibility

1.  a big fancy 
house. You see 

gorgeous pictures 
of others’ homes on 
tv and Facebook 
and think, “my home 
needs to look like 

that, too.” newsflash: 
most people don’t live 

in spacious, picture-  
perfect homes, regardless 

of the impression social me-
dia may send. 

2.  a new car. If your neighbor 
just got a new car, you may 

find yourself thinking, “my car is 

six years old. . . . maybe it’s time 
for a new one.” but ask yourself: 
Is my current automobile im-
practical because of size, poor 
gas mileage, or the fact that it re-
quires a steady string of repairs?

3.  more clothes, shoes and ac-
cessories. many of us want 

to look stylish and trendy, and 
some of us even view shopping 
as a form of entertainment. Prob-
lem is, a frequent shopping habit 
isn’t easy on the wallet . . . and it’s 
likely that most of your purchas-
es languish in your closet, where 
they’re rarely (if ever) worn. 

4.  an expensive, exclusive ed-
ucation for your child. If the 

tuition is way over your head, it’s 
time to look into other options. 

5.  over-the-top gifts. every 
holiday season (and birthday 

and special occasion) you over-
spend on gifts and are left with 
a financial hangover when your 
credit card bill arrives. You need 
to have an honest conversation 
with yourself: Do you think the 
price of a gift has any correlation 
with the appreciation from the re-
cipient, or with how your friends 
or family feel about you?

6.  Frequent restaurant meals. 
Yes, dining out is conve-

nient. but done regularly, it can 
also be awfully expensive. Deep 
down, you know that with a little 
planning ahead and prep work, 
you can save a lot of money by 
cooking at home. 

7.  a full complement of gad-
gets, devices, games and 

channels. Yes, it’s nice to have 
(literally) hundreds of channels 
to flip through. but how many 
of them do you actually watch? 
Would you be just as satisfied 
with a much less expensive 

video-streaming subscription? 
and what about “toys” like tab-
lets, smartphones and video 
game systems? While they’re 
entertaining and often legit-
imately useful, how much of 
your time and attention do they 
take up?

8.  lavish vacations. how of-
ten have you booked a trip 

to some destination just because 
it’s what you do every year.

9.  a constant parade of ex-
tracurriculars for your kids. 

these days, some kids are bus-

ier than many adults. between 
school, homework, sports, music 
lessons, volunteering and more, 
they’re “working” the equivalent 
of 70- or 80-hour weeks. 

10.  Your gym membership. 
belonging to a gym and 

participating in various types of 
exercises is healthy, and it may 
impress others. but unless you’re 
a devoted, enthusiastic attend-
ee of each spin or Pilates class, 
consider dropping that gym 
membership. Do you really use 
it enough to justify the expense? 

Is it really worth the money? 10 modern-day ‘necessities’ to rethink
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By Patricia Zapor
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON (CNS) — 
A not-insignificant part 
of the diplomatic coup 
pulled off by the White 

House and Cuban leaders Dec. 17 was 
that hardly anyone knew they had been 
working toward a reset in relations be-
tween the two neighbors and longtime 
antagonists.

That the two nations had been negoti-
ating in secret for 18 months and that the 
Vatican had played a key role in keeping 
the discussions moving were among the 
factors that no doubt made the dramatic 
shift in policies possible. By keeping ne-
gotiations among a small number of dip-
lomats and out of the public eye, outside 
pressures were kept to a minimum.

In simultaneous news conferences 
that day, U.S. President Barack Obama 
in Washington and Cuban President 
Raul Castro in Havana announced that 
their countries were re-establishing of-
ficial diplomatic relations. Obama de-
tailed a lengthy list of things that will 
become easier — sales of materials to 
Cuba’s small-business owners, for In-
ternet technology and for housing con-
struction; visits to Cuba by more Ameri-
cans; banking and use of credit cards by 
Americans visiting Cuba; remittances 
of greater amounts of cash — to name 
some of the major changes.

That’s not to say the 54-year U.S. em-
bargo has gone away altogether. Con-
gress still holds the reins to portions of 
the laws prohibiting trade with Cuba, in-
tended as a sanction for repression and 
human rights abuses after the Marxist 
revolution that put Fidel Castro in power 
in 1959. He or his brother, Raul, who took 
over from the ailing Fidel in 2006, have 
ruled the country ever since.

U.S. President Dwight D. Eisenhow-
er first imposed an embargo on Cuba 
in October 1960. President John F. Ken-
nedy expanded the embargo, and every 
president since has maintained it until 
Obama. He is the first to significantly 
loosen the controls, in 2009 easing re-
strictions on travel for family and cultur-
al visits and allowing Americans to send 
more money to their relatives there.

Critics of the shift in policy, most con-
spicuously a handful of Cuban-Ameri-
can members of Congress, say they will 
attempt to block the changes. Among 
the steps they suggested are opposing 
the nomination of an ambassador and 
restricting funds needed to reopen an 
embassy in Havana.

But Congress also holds the power to 
retain or end the key parts of the embar-
go, which were put in place by federal 
law. The law established the main pro-
hibitions on commerce with Cuba and 
the ban on travel except as permitted for 

family, cultural, educational, religious 
and humanitarian purposes.

The most recent national polling on 
the embargo done by the Pew Research 
Center in 2009 found a bare majority, 
52 percent, of respondents said the U.S. 
should renew ties with Cuba. But only 
33 percent opposed renewing ties. That 
poll came not long before the Cuban 
government began a series of changes, 
including allowing individuals to buy 
and sell property and to open business-
es. More recently, Cuba began allowing 
its citizens to travel freely, without gov-
ernment authorization.

Annual polling of Cuban-Americans 
in Miami-Dade County by Florida Inter-
national University has found steadily 
increasing support for ending the em-
bargo, reinstating diplomatic ties and 
permitting U.S. citizens to freely travel 
to Cuba. This year, 68 percent favored 
reinstating diplomatic relations, with 
younger Cuban-Americans and recent 
arrivals backing the changes by even 
greater numbers, as much as 90 percent 
and 80 percent, respectively.

Tom Quigley, former foreign policy 
adviser on Latin America and the Carib-
bean to the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, told Catholic News Service that 
it’s true what one of the chief critics, Sen. 
Marco Rubio, R-Florida, says about the 

need for more progress in changing the 
political systems in Cuba that prompted 
the call for an embargo in the first place.

“But it’s not going to get any better by 
leaving the status quo in place,” he add-
ed.

The Catholic Church in both coun-
tries has long worked to end the embar-
go. Yet Stephen Colecchi, director of the 
USCCB’s Office of International Justice 
and Peace, said he was unaware of the 
talks between Cuban and U.S. diplomats 
until the day of the announcement.

“The seeds were planted a long time 
ago,” Colecchi said. “We encouraged 
this, but we had no idea it was happen-
ing.”

Boston daily and Catholic newspapers 
reported that Cardinal Sean P. O’Malley, 
one of Pope Francis’ key advisers, played 
a behind-the-scenes role, helping relay 
messages between a Boston nonprofit 
group, Beyond Conflict, that encouraged 
Pope Francis to intervene with Obama to 
press for an end to the embargo. When 
Obama and Pope Francis met in March, 
Cuba was reportedly one of their main 
topics of conversation.

For years, the Cuban bishops have 
worked steadfastly to diminish the emo-
tional distance between Cubans and 
their Cuban-American relatives. Arch-
bishop Dionisio Garcia Ibanez of San-

tiago de Cuba, president of the Cuban 
bishops’ conference, used the 2012 ob-
servance of the 400th anniversary of Our 
Lady of Charity of El Cobre, to encour-
age Cubans worldwide to unite across 
borders.

He became a regular visitor to the 
U.S., especially to Cuban emigre com-
munities in Florida and New York.

By the time Pope Benedict visited Ha-
vana, Santiago and the shrine of El Cobre 
in 2012, thousands of Americans went to 
join him. From Miami alone, nearly 1,000 
people went on flights chartered by the 
archdiocese.

Under Obama’s 2009 orders allowing 
more “people to people” travel to Cuba, 
the idea was for interactions between ev-
eryday citizens of both countries to help 
pressure Cuba’s leaders to bring about 
more improvements. 

Archbishop Garcia’s goal was framed 
in more theological terms, but he was 
clear about what he hoped would hap-
pen if people would come together in a 
spirit of pilgrimage.

“La Caridad nos une,” (the Virgin of 
Charity unites us), Archbishop Garcia 
said repeatedly on visits to the U.S. pre-
ceding the anniversary. “Whether inside 
Cuba or outside Cuba, there is a sense 
that we are all one church.”

Cuba-U.S. reset long promoted by church leaders

cns photo/brian snyder, reuters

A display is seen Dec. 18 showing excerpts of u.S. President John f. Kennedy’s oct. 22, 1962, televised address about the Cuban missile crisis, part of 
the exhibit “to the brink: JfK and the Cuban missile Crisis” at the John f. Kennedy Library in boston. u.S. President barack obama Dec. 17 announced a 
move toward normalizing relations with Cuba.
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“Regardless of the type of services 
you desire, we can help to make them special. 

We are here to serve you and your family.”

Funeral home  •  crematory  •  memorial chapels  

10901 Johnson Drive
Shawnee, Kansas 66203
Telephone 913-631-5566

Fax 913-631-2236

www.amosfamily.comGregg Amos
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need to sell a home and personal 

property? We buy everything at once 
and in as is condition.

Call Maggie Sheehan at 816-444-1950 
or http://wholeestates.com

By Bronwen Dachs
Catholic News Service

CAPE TOWN, South Africa 
(CNS) — Pope Francis will 
boost the church’s response to 
Ebola in West Africa through 

an initiative that focuses on pastoral care 
as well as health and education, a Vati-
can official told Liberian President Ellen 
Johnson Sirleaf in Monrovia.

Cardinal Peter Turkson, president 
of the Pontifical Council for Justice and 
Peace, met with Sirleaf and Liberia’s 
three bishops Dec. 18 in Monrovia. Msgr. 
Robert J. Vitillo, health adviser for Cari-
tas Internationalis, attended the meeting 
and told Catholic News Service caring 
for orphans who face rejection after los-
ing parents to Ebola will be among pri-
orities.

Cardinal Turkson, who spent two days 
in Sierra Leone and Liberia meeting with 
church and other leaders, told the pres-
ident of the pope’s “solidarity and con-
cern,” said Msgr. Vitillo, who represents 
Caritas at U.N. agencies in Geneva.

The death toll from Ebola in Liberia, 
neighboring Sierra Leone and Guinea, 
the three worst-affected countries in 
West Africa, has risen to nearly 7,400 
from more than 19,000 cases, the World 
Health Organization said Dec. 20.

Sirleaf thanked the cardinal for all the 
work the church has done since the out-
break started in March and noted “her 
joy at the reopening of St Joseph’s Hos-
pital,” Msgr. Vitillo said in a Dec. 21 tele-
phone interview from Monrovia, Liberia. 

St. Joseph’s Hospital in Monrovia, run 
by the Hospitaller Brothers of St. John 
of God and “crucial to the city’s health 
care,” had to close after many caregivers, 
including doctors and priests, died of the 
hemorrhagic fever, he said.

Infection controls have been put in 
place and the maternity section was the 
first part of the hospital to reopen, said 
Msgr. Vitillo, who visited Sierra Leone 
and Liberia Dec. 14-22.

Several doctors and one laboratory 
technician at the hospital who had Ebola 
are managing the screening process be-
cause they are now immune to the dis-
ease, he said.

“Nobody enters the hospital without 
being screened for signs of Ebola,” which 
is spread via bodily fluids. Separate areas 
of the hospital have been set up for those 
infected and those free of Ebola to avoid 
health workers and others becoming in-
fected, he said.

Symptoms of the disease, which has 

no known cure, include vomiting, diar-
rhea and internal and external bleeding. 

As well as St Joseph’s Hospital, the 
church in Liberia runs 17 health clinics 
around the country.

Pope Francis’ initiative will fund the 
“strengthening of church health care 
structures” in affected countries and 
“boost church efforts to provide special 
protection for orphans,” Msgr. Vitillo 
said. 

It also will “help parishes provide 
food and other support to families who 
are placed under quarantine for 21 days” 
when a member of the household is 
found to be infected, he said.

Spiritual and pastoral care for people 
who have lost loved ones is essential and 
will be supported by the pope’s initiative, 
Msgr. Vitillo said, noting that “rejection 
and stigmatizing of the sick is prevalent 
in all three countries” most affected by 
Ebola.

“There is still much fear and igno-
rance about the disease, which is why we 
need to continue our education work in 

parishes,” he said.
Catholic schools in Liberia, closed 

since early August when a state of emer-
gency was declared, “will need help 
when they reopen,” and the initiative will 
provide this, Msgr. Vitillo said.

Sierra Leone accounts for the most 
cases of Ebola, close to 9,000, against 
nearly 8,000 for Liberia, which has shown 
recent improvement after the epidemic 
soared there in August, the WHO said.

Msgr. Vitillo added an extensive vis-
it to Sierra Leone to his planned trip to 
Liberia after news that Sierra Leone was 
suffering a significant rise in new infec-
tions, he said.

As well as enabling him to assess the 
situation directly, the visit provided the 
opportunity “to give a message of sol-
idarity to the church here, as well as of 
hope,” he said in an earlier telephone in-
terview from Freetown, Sierra Leone. 

“This is the first time Ebola has af-
fected cities,” Msgr. Vitillo said, noting 
that in Freetown most people live in 
overcrowded conditions, where disease 

spreads easily. 
“Ebola is new to West Africa and we 

are learning as we respond,” he said. 
Ebola survivors “need to be welcomed 

and reintegrated into their communi-
ties,” but this is not happening because of 
fear, Msgr. Vitillo said.

Many people do not understand that 
survivors “cannot get Ebola again or pass 
it on once they have recovered,” he said.

In cases where orphans are rejected 
by their extended families, the church is 
“providing temporary protection mea-
sures and then trying to reunite them 
with their families,” he said.

In Port Loko district in northern Sier-
ra Leone, Msgr. Vitillo visited two cem-
eteries where the U.S. bishops’ Catholic 
Relief Services has taken responsibility 
for managing burials. 

With many people contracting the dis-
ease from touching the highly infectious 
dead bodies of victims, the government 
banned traditional rituals in which bod-
ies are washed and prepared for burial by 
family members.

New plan on Ebola: pastoral care as well as health care
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to curb the spread of Ebola, a Liberian woman washes her hands using a bottle of chlorine water in Jene Wonde, a village near the border with Sierra 
Leone. Catholic relief Services committed $1.5 million to its pre-existing programs in Sierra Leone, Liberia and Guinea, the three West African coun-
tries affected by widespread transmission of the Ebola virus. 



empLoyment
benefit specialist position - the archdiocese of Kansas 
city in Kansas has an immediate opening for a benefit 
specialist position. the individual will assist the office of 
human resources with all aspects of the archdiocesan 
benefit plans. ideal candidate will be a practicing catholic 
in good standing; with 3-5 years experience in employee 
benefits or business administration. must demonstrate 
attention to detail, mathematical aptitude, multitask-
ing, excellent communication skills, verbal and written, 
microsoft office proficiency, data entry including 10 key, 
and familiarity with multifunctional databases. position 
requires a bachelor’s degree in business administration 
or related field and experience in benefit administration, 
or equivalent business administration experience with a 
minimum of three years of benefit administration. a com-
plete job description, application and benefits information 
are available on the website at: www.archkck.org/jobs. 
Qualified individuals should submit cover letter, resume, 
and application (available on website) by dec. 31 to: jobs@         
archkck.org  or mail to: archdiocese of Kansas city in Kan-
sas, office of human resources, benefit specialist search, 
12615 parallel pkwy., Kansas city, Ks 66109. 

Data entry - the archdiocese of Kansas city in Kansas has 
an immediate opening for a temporary data entry position. 
the individual will assist the office of stewardship and de-
velopment during the busy call to share annual appeal. 
required hours will be 30+ hours per week beginning in 
mid-January with approximate end date in late march. re-
quires reliability, collaborative demeanor and demonstrated 
data entry skills. Full job description is available online at: 
www.archkck.org/jobs. Qualified individuals should email 
cover letter, resume, and application (available on archdioc-
esan website) to: jobs@archkck.org by dec. 31. may also be 
mailed to: archdiocese of Kansas city in Kansas, office of 
human resources, stewardship – data entry search, 12615 
parallel pkwy., Kansas city, Ks 66109.

Principal - John paul ii school, overland park, has an 
opening for principal beginning in the 2015-16 school 
year. John paul ii currently has an enrollment of 245 and 
employs 22 teachers in grades pre-K through 8th. the 
school is sponsored by 2 parishes, Queen of the holy ro-
sary, overland park, and st. pius, mission, and is governed 
by a board of trustees. applicants for principal must be 
practicing catholics, understand the mission of catholic 
education, and have or be eligible for Kansas licensure in 
educational leadership. please send resume and creden-
tials to: Superintendent Dr. Kathleen A. O’Hara, Catholic 
school office, 12615 parallel pkwy., Kansas city, Ks 66109. 
review of applications will begin immediately. deadline 
for applications is Jan. 12. 

Assistant superintendent - the diocese of Wichita is seek-
ing an exceptional individual to serve as assistant superinten-
dent. this individual will assist the diocesan superintendent 
in providing guidance and consultation to principals, pastors, 
and parents over a broad range of issues dealing with student 
services. this individual may also assist in matters regarding 
the management, direction, and supervision of all school op-
erations. the following are requirements: practicing catholic 
in good standing and an active steward in one’s parish. Mas-
ter’s degree and a properly endorsed Kansas teaching license 
(ideally, building and district leadership). experience as a 
catholic school administrator (preferably K-12). Knowledge 
of state and federal educational programs, statutes and ac-
creditation requirements and best practices for serving stu-
dents with disabilities. must be comfortable in dealing with 
conflict, capable of mentoring principals and willing to follow 
the principle of subsidiarity. must be willing to travel to dioc-
esan schools and institutions and work occasional nights and 
weekends. must be knowledgeable about intercultural rela-
tionships (spanish language fluency helpful). salary and ben-
efits will be commensurate with education and experience. 
please email a cover letter and resume with references and 
salary requirements to therese seiler at: seilert@catholicdio 
ceseofwichita.org on or before noon, Jan. 20.

President - Kuemper catholic school system, carroll, 
iowa, is a pre-K to 12th-grade school system with 1,000 
students and is conducting a search for the position of 
president for the 2015-2016 school year. the successful 
candidate must be an active participating catholic who 
has the ability to support the religious and academic mis-
sion of the Kuemper catholic school system. to apply for 
the position, visit the website at: www.scdioceseschools.
org/jobs. Questions regarding this position can be sent to 
the diocese of sioux city office of education at (712) 233-
7527. this position will remain open until filled, and com-
pensation is commensurate with experience.

Principal - st. James school seeks a leader committed 
to catholic education with excellent leadership, commu-
nication and motivational skills. candidates must be a 
practicing Catholic, have a master’s degree in educational 
administration, teaching experience in catholic schools 
and preferably 3 or more years of administrative experi-
ence. st. James is a parish school serving preschool - 8th 
grade with an enrollment of approximately 375 students 
and a staff of more than 25. st. James is located north of 
the river in Liberty, missouri. applications will be accept-
ed until dec. 24. apply online at: http://app.hireology.
com/s/32035.

financial representatives - due to the success and 
growth of the Knights of columbus, we are adding a fi-
nancial representative in the Kansas city metro, topeka, 
and garnett - greeley area. ideal for a determined, high 
energy, high expectation, professional, self-disciplined, 
independent individual desiring to serve others, yet earn 
a better-than-average income. We provide top-rated fi-
nancial products to our members and their families and 
will provide excellent benefits and training. please contact 

John a. mahon, general agent, for more information or an 
interview by sending an email to: john.mahon@kofc.org, 
by phone at (785) 408-8806 or at 1275 topeka blvd., to-
peka, Ks 66612.  

services
Electrician - Free estimates; reasonable rates. Joco and 

south Kc metro. call pat at  (913) 963-9896.

tree service - pruning trees for optimal growth and 
beauty and removal of hazardous limbs or problem trees. 
Free consultation and bid. safe, insured, professional. 
cristofer estrada, green solutions of Kc, (913) 378-5872. 
www.greensolutionsKc.com.

bankruptcy consultation - if debts are overwhelming 
you, seek hope and help from compassionate, experienced 
catholic attorney, teresa Kidd. For a free consultation, call 
(913) 422-0610; send an email to: tkidd@kc.rr.com; or vis-
it the website at: www.teresakiddlawyer.com. We moved! 
come check out our new office in Lenexa. 

Complete plumbing and bath
master plumber for your entire home. painting, tile install, 

bath remodeling. onyx collection distributor.
serving Johnson county for 20 years.

member ascension parish; call mike at (913) 488-4930.

for Quickbooks Help
call ann evans
(913) 406-9778

member of curé of ars parish

tim the Handyman - small jobs, faucets, garbage dispos-
als, toilets, ceiling fans, light fixtures, painting, wall ceiling 
repair, wood rot, siding, decks, doors, windows, and gutter 
cleaning. call (913) 526-1844.

Garage door and opener sales and service - 24-hour, 
7-day-a-week service on all types of doors. replace bro-
ken springs, cables, hinges, rollers, gate openers, entry 
and patio doors, and more. over 32 years of experience. 
call (913) 227-4902.

Agua fina Irrigation and Landscape 
the one-stop location for your project! 

Landscape and irrigation design, 
installation and maintenance. 
cleanup and grading services 

It’s time to repair your lawn. 20% discount on lawn 
renovations with mention of this ad. 

visit the website at: www.goaguafina.com 
call (913) 530-7260 or (913) 530-5661

House and office cleaning - honest, reliable; reasonable 
rates. Johnson and surrounding counties. parishioner of 
good shepherd church. references available. call (913) 
544-6982.

Cleaning lady - reasonable rates; references provided. 
call (913) 940-2959.

CLuttEr GEttING you DoWN? Organize, fix, assemble, 
install! “Kevin Of All Trades” your professional organizer 
and “honey-do-List” specialist. call today for a free con-
sultation at (913) 271-5055. insured. references. visit our 
website at: www.Koatindustries.com.

Housecleaning - old-fashioned cleaning, hand mop- ping, 
etc. a thorough and consistent job every time. references 
from customers I’ve served for over 17 years. Call Sharon 
at (816) 322-0006 (home) or (816) 801-0901 (mobile). 
serving the 913 area code area.

Quilted memories  - your Kansas city Longarm shop - 
nolting Longarm machines, quilting supplies and machine 
quilting services. We specialize in memorial quilts - Cus-
tom designed memory quilts from your t-shirt collections, 
photos, baby clothes, college memorabilia, etc., neckties 
etc. For information or to schedule a free consultation, call 
(913) 649-2704. visit the website at: www.quiltedmemo 
riesllc.com.

mike Hammer local moving - a full-service mover. 
packing, pianos, rental truck load/unload, storage con-
tainer load/unload, and in-home moving. no job too 
small. serving Joco since 1987. st. Joseph, shawnee, 
parishioner. call mike at (913) 927-4347 or send an 
email to: mike@mikehammermoving.com. 

home improvement
the Drywall Doctor, Inc. - a unique solution to your dry-
wall problems! We fix all types of ceiling and wall damage 
— from water stains and stress cracks to texture repairs 
and skim coating. We provide professional, timely repairs 
and leave the job site clean! Lead-certified and insured! 
serving the metro since 1997. call (913) 768-6655. 

Helping Hand Handy man - home maintenance chores 
available by the hour. special rate for senior and single-          
parent households. electrical, painting, wood refinishing, 
deck repair, yard work, shelving and organizing. Most home 
problems and needs solved. member of prince of peace, 
olathe. call mark coleman at (913) 526-4490.

Custom countertops - Laminates installed within 5 days. 
cambria, granite, and solid surface. competitive prices, 
dependable work. call the top shop, inc., at (913) 962-
5058. members of st. Joseph, shawnee.

Detail construction and remodeling - We offer a full line 
of home remodeling services. Don’t move — remodel! 
Johnson county area. call for a free quote. (913) 709-8401. 

House painting
interior and exterior; wall paper removal. 

power washing, fences, decks. 
30 years experience. references. reasonable rates. 

call Joe at (913) 620-5776.

Heating and cooling repair and replacement - call Joe 
with Jb design and service. Licensed and insured with 20 
years experience. member of divine mercy parish. call Joe 
at (913) 915-6887. 

Swalms organizing and Downsizing Service - reduc-
ing Clutter - Enjoy an organized Home! basement, 
garage, attic, shop, storage rooms - any room organized!  
belongings sorted, boxed and labeled, items hauled or tak-
en for recycling, trash bagged. For before and after photos, 
visit: www.swalmsorganizing.com. Over 20 years of or-
ganizing experience; insured. Call Tillar at (913) 375-9115.

Concrete construction - tear out and replace stamped, 
stained or colored patios and drives. retaining walls, 
footings, poured-in-place safe rooms, excavation and 

hauling. asphalt drives and lots. Fully insured; references. 
call dan at (913) 207-4371 or send an email to: 

dandeeconst@aol.com.

Home improvements - thank you to all my customers for 
being patient as i underwent a life-saving liver transplant. 
If there is new work or warranty work, please don’t hesi-
tate to call. We do windows, siding, doors, decks, exterior 
painting and wood rot. there is no job too big or too small. 
call Joshua doherty at (913) 709-7230.

EL SoL y LA  tIErrA
*commercial & residential 

* Lawn renovation *mowing
* clean-up and hauling

* dirt grading/installation
* Landscape design

* Free estimates
Hablamos y escribimos Ingles!!

call Lupe at (816) 252-3376

StA (Sure thing Always) Home repair - basement fin-
ish, bathrooms and kitchens; interior & exterior repairs: 
painting, roofing, siding, wood replacement and window 
glazing. Free estimates. Call (913) 491-5837 or (913) 579-
1835. email: smokeycabin@hotmail.com. member of 
holy trinity, Lenexa.

NELSoN CrEAtIoNS L.L.C.
home remodeling, design/build, kitchens, baths, all inte-
rior and exterior work. Family owned and operated; over 
25 years experience. Licensed and insured; commercial 

and residential. Kirk and diane nelson. 
(913) 927-5240; nelsport@everestkc.net

Local handyman and lawn care - mowing, painting, 
wood rot, power washing, staining, gutter cleaning, hon-
ey-do List, hvac and windows. Free estimates. member 
of holy angels parish, basehor. call billy at (913) 927-4118.

Adept Home Improvements
Where quality still counts!

basement finishing, 
Kitchens and baths, 

electrical and plumbing,
Licensed and insured. (913) 599-7998

caregiving
Looking for high quality home care? - Whether you’re 
looking to introduce care for your family or simply looking 
to improve your current home care quality, we can help. 
our unique approach to home care has earned us a 99% 
client satisfaction rating among the 1,000-plus families 
we have assisted. We are family-owned, with offices in 
Lenexa and Lawrence. call benefits of Home - Senior 
Care, Lenexa: (913) 422-1591 or Lawrence: (785) 727-1816 
or www.benefitsofhome.com. 

Caregiving - catholic woman with 37 years experience is 
available to care for your loved one in their home. spent 
the past 6 years caring for one client. excellent references 
available. prefer part time. call (913) 579-8914.

Caregiving - We provide personal assistance, companion-
ship, care management, and transportation to the elderly 
and disabled in home, assisted living and nursing facilities. 
We also provide respite care for main caregivers needing 
some personal time. call Daughters & Company at (913) 
341-2500 and speak with Laurie, debbie or gary.

Caregiver - nursing/companion. i can provide the medical 
care and household management experience. Live-in con-
sidered. nights or weekends, hourly. 30 years experience. 
call (913) 579-5276.

Caregiver - cna home health care specialist provides tLc 
in the comfort of the client’s residence. Available 24 hours, 
affordable, excellent references provided. nonsmoker. call 
(816) 806-8104.

For saLe
for sale - at mount calvary cemetery. tandem crypt in 
mausoleum. Today’s selling price is $7,935; offering this 
space for $6,000. call marcie at (913) 712-8124.

max’s rosaries - custom-made locally for all occasions – 
first communion, confirmation, baptism, graduation. ro-
sary bracelets and beaded earrings too! i also do repairs. 
member of the church of the ascension, overland park. call 
(913) 400-3236.

residential lifts - buy/sell/trade. stair lifts, porch lifts, 
ceiling lifts and elevators. recycled and new equipment. 
member of st. michael the archangel parish, Leawood. 
call silver cross Kc at (913) 327-5557. 

Wanted to buy
Will buy firearms and related accessories - one or a 
whole collection. honest evaluation and top prices paid. 
contact tom at (913) 238-2473. member of sacred heart 
parish, shawnee. 

ANtIQuES WANtED - i buy older wrist- and pocket watch-
es, silverware, antique toy banks, crock jugs, postcards 
and photographs, babe ruth autographs, pharmaceutical 
drug store soda fountain and military items. call (913) 
642-8269 or (913) 593-7507.

Wanted to buy - antique/vintage jewelry, lighters, 
fountain pens, post card collections, paintings/prints, 

pottery, sterling, china dinnerware. 
renee maderak, (913) 631-7179. 

st. Joseph parish, shawnee

vacation
Colorado cabin - big cedar Wilderness club. 2 br cabin, 
2 ba, furnished fireplace, sleeps 6. available Jan. 16-23, 
2015. $700 or best offer. call (913) 961-1175. 

Colorado ski vacation - 2 br, 1 ba, furnished, fireplace, 
sleeps 6. next to rec center. pool and hot tub. bus to ski 
area. $145 per night or $900 per week. call (913) 392-
0686.

2015 spring break resort condo - close to all orlando 
attractions, including disney World, universal studios, and 
sea World. march 14-21, 2015. 2 br sleeps 8, full kitchen, 
pool, lake, family-oriented. golf/shopping nearby. call (816) 
716-4676.

reaL estate
for sale - 4212 victory dr., Kansas city, Kansas. 2 br, fin-
ished attic/basement. garage. excellent at $49,500. call 
(913) 334-0124.

Wanted to buy: i need houses! i buy them as is, with no 
repairs. You can even leave behind what you don’t want. We 
buy houses that need foundation or roof repair. all sales are 
cash with no strings attached. please call mark edmondson 
at (913) 980-4905. holy trinity parish member.  

misceLLaneous
our Lady of Hope. catholics with an anglican and meth-
odist heritage. Formal and friendly. visitors welcome.  
mass saturdays at 4 p.m., st. therese Little Flower, 5814 
euclid, Kansas city, mo. Fulfills sunday obligation. Father 
ernie davis. dr. bruce prince-Joseph, organist. For more 
information, send an email to:  frernie3@gmail.com or call 
(816) 729-6776. 
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Wagner’s 
Mud-Jacking Co.
Specializing in Foundation Repairs

Mud-jacking and Waterproofing.  
Serving Lawrence, Topeka 

and surrounding areas.
Topeka (785) 233-3447   

Lawrence (785) 749-1696
In business since 1963

www.foundationrepairks.com

Center Stage P hotography

www.centerstagephotos.net    913.271.0703

December
holy trinity church will host its 
new Year’s eve singles extrava-
ganza on Dec. 31 from 8:30 p.m. - 
12:30 a.m. at the Quigley Center, 

13600 W. 92nd St., lenexa. Save $5 on ad-
vance tickets and table reservations before 
Dec. 20. call Phil at (816) 830-3827 or send 
an email to: treasurer.bekc@gmail.com. the 
evening includes DJ Zepster, appetizers, 
drinks and champagne at midnight. the cost 
to attend is $40 at the door. Proceeds ben-
efit beginning experience’s financial assis-
tance fund.

January
St. therese little Flower Church, 
5814 euclid, Kansas city, missouri, 
will host its annual Mass dedicated 
to Kansas city police officers who 

have died in the line of duty at 10 a.m. on Jan. 
1. a reception will follow. For more informa-
tion, call cristen huntz at (816) 444-5406.

the monthly pro-life Mass will 
be held at Church of the nativity, 
3800 W. 119th, leawood, on Jan. 
3 at 8:15 a.m. after mass, partici-

pants will drive to Planned Parenthood, 4401 
W. 109th St., overland Park, and pray the ro-
sary. Please join in prayer and public witness 
to end abortion.

“optimizing Your Health,” a six-
week program designed for those 
who suffer from chronic illness or 
are caregivers, will be offered on 

Wednesdays, Jan. 7 - Feb. 11, from 1 - 3:30 
p.m. at Keeler women’s Center, 2220 cen-
tral ave., Kansas city, Kansas. to register, 
call (913) 906-8990. materials will be pro-
vided at no cost to participants.

taize prayer will be held Jan. 8 at 
7 p.m. in annunciation Chapel on 
the campus of the motherhouse 
of the Sisters of charity of leav-

enworth, 4200 S. 4th St., leavenworth. For 
more information, visit the website at: www.
marillaccenter.org or call (913) 680-2342.

the curé of ars Singles will host 
their winter wonderland dance 
on Jan. 10 from 7:30 - 11:30 p.m. 
in the school cafeteria, 9401 mis-

sion rd., leawood. the cost to attend is $15 
at the door. For more information, call (913) 
631-6873.

the St. Philippine Duchesne Knights 
of columbus assembly 2260 will 
host a winter formal on Jan. 17 at 
the Church of the ascension Par-

ish hall, 9510 W. 127th St., overland Park, 
from 7 - 11 p.m. a prime rib dinner and drinks 
are included in the $25 per person ticket 
price. DJ Phil Jay will provide dance music for 
the evening. Dress will be: a dark suit and tie 
for gentlemen; tuxedo or social baldric for 
Sir Knights; and evening dresses or gowns 
for women. non-Knights and all Knights of 
any council or assembly are invited to this 
event. For information or to purchase tickets, 
contact richard Witthar at (913) 897-7227 
or send an email to: rwwjaw@everestkc.net.

Suicide grips hearts and minds 
with a vice that will not let go, 
and with feelings of overwhelm-
ing sadness, grief and loss. Join 

certified grief counselor Sister loretta 
mcGuire, oSb, for “living with the Grief 
of Suicide” on Jan. 22 from 9 a.m. - 4 
p.m. at Sophia Spirituality Center, 751 
S. 8th St., atchison. For more information 
or to register, call (913) 360-6151 or vis-
it Sophia Spirituality center’s website at:                                                          
www.sophiaspiritualitycenter.com.
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With the current 
concern about 
world over-
population, it 

is hard to believe that only 
a few centuries ago people 
were worried about the hu-
man race dying out. 

After all, plague wiped out 
millions on a regular basis, 
famine frequently took a 
huge toll, disease was much 
more difficult to combat 
because of the lack of mod-
ern medicine, and warfare 
killed a countless number. 
Even with a high birth rate, it 
looked as though the human 
race would not survive.

That is partly why people 
then placed such a high val-
ue on family life. The main 
purpose of marriage was to 
produce children. It was not 
love or companionship. The 

children would continue 
the family name, as well as 
provide for the parents in 
their old age. On a broader 
level, they would bring hope 
for the survival of the human 
race.

Abraham and Sarah have 
already reached old age 
when God promises them a 
son in Sunday’s first reading 

— Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3. They have 
gone well beyond the age for 
having children. That son 
will represent the begin-
ning of an enormous family: 
“Look up at the sky and 
count the stars, if you can. 
Just so shall your descen-
dants be.”

Abraham’s son Isaac in 
turn has two sons, Jacob and 
Esau. Eventually, Jacob ac-
quires another name, Israel, 
and begins the people of 
Israel. In him, God’s promise 
is being fulfilled.

In a larger sense, though, 
that promise is also being 
fulfilled in us. Although we 
may not descend from Abra-
ham by blood, we recognize 
him as “our father in faith.” 
In response to the amazing 
promise that God makes to 
him, “Abram put his faith in 

the Lord, who credited it to 
him as an act of righteous-
ness.” That faith would meet 
its ultimate test when God 
asked Abraham to sacrifice 
his son Isaac. Abraham obeys 
God, even though, at the last 
moment, Isaac is saved from 
death. In that way, Abraham 
set the example for all of us 
to believe in God, to trust in 
God’s promises.

As we celebrate the feast 
of the Holy Family this 
Sunday, we look upon Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph as the 
model for our family of faith, 
and for all our families. They 
continued in the faith of 
Abraham and lived it out in 
their lives. As they encoun-
tered various hardships, they 
placed their trust in God’s 
love for them. They inspire 
us to do the same.

“So, how is your 
psenica doing?”

In answer to 
Mom’s ques-

tion, I said that it was doing 
great. And we all know what 
that means, right? That 2015 
will be a prosperous year 
for me!

By now, if you’re not Cro-
atian, you must be totally 
confused. What the heck 
is psenica (pronounced, 
“shen-it-zah”) anyway? 
Happily, it’s not some illness 
or injured body part. It’s 
actually wheat seed that’s 
used in a custom that I grew 
up with on Strawberry Hill 
in Kansas City, Kansas.

Apparently in olden days, 
farmers would plant some 
wheat before the winter 
solstice to see how good the 
seed was. If it grew well by 
the solstice and lasted into 
the new year, they knew it 
would be a good crop the 
next year. It also came to be 
regarded as a sign of pros-
perity for the family.

With the coming of 
Christianity, farmers used 
the sprouting new wheat as 
a symbol of the Christ Child 
coming into the world as 
our hope for redemption. 
Traditionally, the psenica 
is planted in a shallow dish 
or saucer on the feast of St. 
Lucy, Dec. 13, about a week 
before the winter solstice. 

As kids, we’d eagerly 
watch to see what would 

happen. When my grand-
parents and parents planted 
the psenica, it grew well. I, 
however, was born with a 
“black thumb,” meaning that 
the psenica I planted each 
year as an adult either rot-
ted from being overwatered 
or dried out and died from a 
lack of water.

I was not going to let 
that happen this year. I paid 
attention to the poor wheat 
seed in my house and it is 
growing like crazy! Now, I 
don’t think that this is some 
magic guarantee that my 
new year will be fantastic, 
but I do believe that it’s 
St. Lucy indicating God’s 
blessing on my resolutions 
to make it a great year.

With that in mind, here 
are some of my New Year’s 
resolutions. Usually, I’m 
all for simplicity, making 
just one or two resolutions. 
Since the psenica is thriving, 
however, I’ve decided this 

year to “go big or go home.”
I resolve:
• to stop rushing. I intend 

to arrive at least 10 minutes 
before I’m scheduled to 
be somewhere and use the 
“extra” time to catch my 
breath and get prepared for 
the appointment.

• to do a jigsaw puzzle 
each month. Puzzles are 
very relaxing for me and a 
chance to leave worries and 
cares behind. I’ve got plenty 
of puzzles on hand, too.

• to color. I always 
enjoyed coloring books as 
a kid — probably because 
I couldn’t draw anything 
freehand to save my soul. I 
already bought a coloring 
book for adults that features 
30 mosaic designs, and my 
new crayons and colored 
pencils are rarin’ to get 
used.

• to listen more and not 
interrupt when people are 
speaking, especially  God!

• to realize that some-
times good enough is good 
enough.

• to continue to simplify. 
This starts with weeding out 
and donating books, clothes 
and other assorted “stuff” 
that’s taking up room in my 
home and offices.

Whether you planted any 
psenica or not, I wish you a 
prosperous new year. Help 
it to be a wonderful time 
by making your own reso-
lutions. If your finances are 

a mess, for example, take a 
look at pages 7-9 of this is-
sue for some simple, practi-
cal advice on how to reduce 
stressors in that particular 
area. You’ll be glad — and 
richer — if you do. 

Another resolution to try 
is a memory jar. This is a 
simple, fun and inexpensive 
idea that the whole family 
can do. I saw this suggestion 
from Jaden at her website, 
Steamy Kitchen. While she 
suggests using a Mason jar, 
I’d opt for something a lot 
larger, like a fish bowl. The 
idea is to write down — all 
through the year — the 
things that made you or 
your family laugh, smile or 
be grateful. Put a pen and 
a small colorful notepad by 
the bowl. As the year rolls 
along, that bowl should get 
fuller and fuller. Then, on 
New Year’s Eve next year, sit 
down as a family and read 
all of the fish bowl notes. 
You’ll probably remember 
the big events of the year, 
but it’s these little pleasant 
memories that often fall 
through the cracks. This ac-
tivity will help end the year 
on a positive note and begin 
the new year with hope.

Oh, yeah, I did come up 
with one more resolution 
for my personal list. I re-
solve in 2015 to dust off the 
old bike, bike helmet and 
the treadmill. In 2016, I plan 
on actually using them!
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fatHer 
marK goLdasich
Father mark goldasich is the pastor of 
sacred heart parish in tonganoxie. he 
has been editor of the Leaven since 1989.

mArK my WorDS

abraham set the bar for trust in god

fatHer miKe stubbs
Father mike stubbs is the pastor of 
holy cross parish in overland park and 
has a degree in scripture from harvard 
university.

IN tHE bEGINNING

SCrIPturE rEADINGS

octave oF the nativity

dec. 28
the hoLy FamiLy oF Jesus, mary and 
Joseph
gn 15: 1-6; 21: 1-3
ps 105: 1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9
hb 11: 8, 11-12, 17-19
Lk 2: 22-40

dec. 29
FiFth day Within the 
octave oF the nativity
1 Jn 2: 3-11
ps 96: 1-3, 5b-6
Lk 2: 22-35

dec. 30
siXth day Within the 
octave oF the nativity
1 Jn 2: 12-17
ps 96: 7-10
Lk 2: 36-40

dec. 31
seventh day Within the 
octave oF the nativity
1 Jn 2: 18-21
ps 96: 1-2, 11-13
Jn 1: 1-18

Jan. 1
the octave oF the nativity oF 
the Lord: soLemnity oF mary, 
the hoLy mother
nm 6: 22-27
ps 67: 2-3, 5, 6, 8
gal 4: 4-7
Lk 2: 16-21

Jan. 2
Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen, 
bishops, doctors of the church
1 Jn 2: 22-28
ps 98: 1-4
Jn 1: 19-28

Jan. 3
The Most Holy Name of Jesus
1 Jn 2: 29 – 3: 6
ps 98: 1, 3cd-4, 5-6
Jn 1: 29-34

Jan. 4
the epiphany oF the Lord
is 60: 1-6
ps 72: 1-2, 7-8, 10-13
eph 3: 2-3a, 5-6
mt 2: 1-12

Jan. 5
John neumann, bishop
1 Jn 3: 22 – 4: 6
ps 2: 7bc-8, 10-12a
mt 4: 12-17, 23-25

Jan. 6
André Bessette, religious
1 Jn 4: 7-10
ps 72: 1-4, 7-8
mk 6: 34-44

Jan. 7
Raymond of Penyafort, priest
1 Jn 4: 11-18
ps 72: 1-2, 10, 12-13
mk 6: 45-52

Jan. 8
christmas Weekday
1 Jn 4: 19 – 5: 4
ps 72: 1-2, 14, 15bc, 17
Lk 4: 14-22a

Jan. 9
christmas Weekday
1 Jn 5: 5-13
ps 147: 12-15, 19-20
Lk 5: 12-16

Jan. 10
christmas Weekday
1 Jn 5: 14-21
ps 149: 1-6a, 9b
Jn 3: 22-30

PoPE frANCIS
only the repentant heart that is humble, open 

to correction and trusts completely in God will 
be saved, Pope Francis said. those whose hearts 
are proud, self-righteous and deaf to God’s voice 
and correction are doomed, the pope said Dec. 16 
at his morning mass in the Domus Sanctae mar-
thae, where he lives. “the people who are hum-
ble, lowly and trust in the lord, they are the ones 

who are saved, and this is the way of the church, 
right? It has to go down this path, not the other 
one, which doesn’t listen to the voice [of God], 
doesn’t accept correction and doesn’t trust in the 
lord,” he said, according to vatican radio. the 
pope’s homily focused on the day’s readings, first 
from the book of Zephaniah (3:1-2, 9-13), in which 
the lord condemns the “rebellious and polluted” 
city, which does not hear or trust in God and ac-
cepts no correction. God will remove “the proud 

braggarts” and leave behind “a people humble 
and lowly,” the reading says. the Gospel reading 
from St. matthew (21:28-32) shows Jesus asking 
the chief priests and elders to decide who is more 
obedient to God’s will: the son who refuses, but 
then repents and goes as commanded to work in 
the vineyard, or the son who agrees right away but 
does not go. the two readings, the pope said, talk 
about judgment, salvation and condemnation.

— cns

 it should be a very good 2015
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I am often asked 
how our employ-
ees and volun-

teers stay positive 
when surrounded 
by so much poverty 
and personal strug-
gle in our local com-
munities. 

The work of Catholic 
Charities and our parish so-
cial ministries can leave you 
feeling inadequate, especially 
for those that work face to 
face with our neighbors (or 
individuals) in need. The 
deep sorrow of those that 
walk daily through our doors 

can pierce the heart of our 
staff and volunteers.

 Grandmothers who are 
concerned how they will 
provide for grandchildren 
that are suddenly their 
responsibility. Families that 
have run through savings 
accounts that were supposed 
to serve as their retirement, 

but the unexpected loss of a 
job has changed those plans. 
A refugee who fled political 
or religious persecution in 
his home country and has ar-
rived here with nothing but 
the tattered clothing on his 
back.  And the single mom 
who is trying to stretch the 
income from her $10 dollar 
per hour job to cover rent, 
utilities and maybe a small 
Christmas present for her 
young son.  

It’s hard to erase the 
image of their faces from 
your memory. It’s hard not 
to be permanently changed 
by their stories. It’s hard 
because we want to do so 
much more. We want to fix 
everything for these families. 
It’s hard because even if we 

are able to “fix everything” 
for that family, we realize 
there will always be another 
family right behind them. 

It’s important to keep 
things in perspective. When 
we measure ourselves by our 
own expectations or perhaps 
by the expectations of oth-
ers, it can lead to frustration. 
In reality, all God asks of us 
is to do the best we can with 
the resources he provides: 
“To those who use well what 
they are given, even more 
will be given” (Mt 25:29). 
We’re not able or expected 
to “fix everything.” That’s 
what Jesus promised to do 
when he returns. 

In fact, Jesus could “fix 
everything” right now if he 
chose to. But he hasn’t. In-

stead, he left work for his ser-
vants. This work is a blessing. 
It turns our attention away 
from ourselves. It reminds 
us that we can do nothing 
without God. It makes us a 
little more like Jesus.   

As the year 2014 quickly 
comes to a close, I would like 
to take this time to thank our 
donors, staff and volunteers. 
As we reflect on the impact 
of our collective work this 
year, I pray you take com-
fort in knowing that directly 
or indirectly, you enabled 
Catholic Charities to feed 
the hungry, clothe the naked, 
house the homeless, and 
console the lonely and sick 
of our community. 

And that’s what Jesus asks 
of us.

seeing hope where others don’t

give the gift that can last a lifetime

Look for ways to encounter the divine in your everyday life

It is that time of 
the year when 
shoppers are out 

looking for the per-
fect gift. 

I hope you did not spend 
a lot of money on your gift 
for me. I can assure you, I 
did not spend a lot on you. 
But it is the thought that 
counts, right?

Speaking of gifts and 
thoughts, a thought-provok-
ing question that fits this 
conversation is: “Why get 
an education?” I will get 
back to the gift thinking in a 
second.

There have been many 
great people over the years 
who have supported the 

importance of education. 
To name a few: John Dewey, 
the educational reformer, 
shared, “Education is not 
preparation for life; educa-
tion is life itself.” How about 
Benjamin Franklin, one of 
the Founding Fathers of our 

country, advising, “An in-
vestment in knowledge pays 
the best interest.” And then 
there was Nelson Mandela, 
president of South Africa, 
who so eloquently stated, 
“Education is the most pow-
erful weapon which you can 
use to change the world.” 

A very diverse group 
indeed, all with the belief 
that education can be a life 
changer.

The list goes on and on, 
but I will just give you two 
more for the sake of brevity. 
This is one of my favor-
ites, coming from a CEF 
eighth-grader: “I would not 
be learning here without 
you. I’m really glad that 
there are people like you. 
Thank you very much for 
your scholarship help. My 

family may not live in the 
best house, or drive the best 
cars, but my sister and I can 
go to a school we love. Not 
everyone has this opportu-
nity, so thank you. You will 
be in my prayers.” 

Pretty insightful coming 
from an eighth-grader, don’t 
you think?

The last quote I will 
share with you comes from 
a scholarly gentleman (that 
person being me): “Educa-
tion allows our CEF children 
the opportunity to eradicate 
the cycle of poverty they are 
currently experiencing.” So, 
we have Dewey, Franklin, 
Mandela, a kid from one of 
our CEF schools and Mor-
risey helping us understand 
the importance of educa-
tion.

Now add in our “Catholic 
school” component and the 
sky is the limit. In case you 
don’t get it, the sky refer-
ence here is “heaven.” 

So, during this Christmas 
season, I encourage you to 
give the present that can 
last a lifetime, the gift of 
a Catholic education. It is 
the gift that just keeps on 
giving. You can do that by 
sponsoring a scholarship 
for one of our CEF kids. 
When you read this arti-
cle there will be less than 
a week left to sponsor a 
scholarship during this 
calendar year.

On behalf of our CEF 
schools, families and kids, 
thank you for understanding 
“Why Catholic education?” 

I recently served 
as deacon at 
my very good 

friend’s funeral. 

We had many frank talks 
previous to his death. He 
really drank in each moment 
and celebrated his life. His 
faith and family were his top 
priorities. He didn’t sweat the 
little stuff. He was an amaz-
ing coach, dad, servant leader 
and husband. He gave me 
frequent stern looks that said 
to me, “When are you going 
to live like you were dying?” 

He taught me so much 
during our 18-year friend-
ship, and showed me — and 
many others — a great 
example of being fully alive 

after his cancer diagnosis. 
Scott wanted us all to not 
wait for a diagnosis to fully 
engage in our relationships. 
Today is a gift from God to 
say precious things to those 
we love. Tim McGraw sang 
a popular song that keeps 

bouncing through my head. 
It says:

“Someday I hope you get 
the chance

To live like you were dyin’
He said, I was finally the 

husband
That most the time I 

wasn’t
And I became a friend, a 

friend would like to have
And all of a sudden goin’ 

fishin’
Wasn’t such an imposition
And I went three times 

that year I lost my dad
Well I, I finally read the 

good book
And I took a good long 

hard look
At what I’d do if I could do 

it all again . . .
And then

I went skydiving
I went rocky mountain 

climbing
I went two point seven 

seconds on a bull named Fu 
Man Chu

And I loved deeper
And I spoke sweeter
And I gave forgiveness I’d 

been denyin’
And he said, Someday I 

hope you get the chance
To live like you were dyin’.”

Look for ways to encoun-
ter the divine and sacred in 
your normal day. Open your 
heart and mind to seeing 
the reality of your eternal 
soul now, when you can do 
something about it.

Consider on Dec. 30 
bringing your family at 7 
p.m. to Blessed Sacrament 

Parish in Kansas City, Kan-
sas, to experience a profound 
time of eucharistic adoration 
with Archbishop Naumann.  
I am resolving to take family 
trips, tell family stories and 
create great memories — not 
because I am diagnosed with 
a dangerous illness, but be-
cause of the brilliant shining 
light that Jesus put in my 
friend’s eyes when he asked 
God deeply in. 

We are God’s kids. He re-
ally, really loves us. He wants 
to take care of us each day. 
He desires a deeply personal 
relationship with each of us. 
He has unique gifts to give 
us that make us happier and 
increasingly more complete. 

Reach out. Be fully alive. 
Ask your dad, Jesus, to show 
you how; he will not fail you.

ken WiLLiams
Ken Williams is the executive director 
of catholic charities.

INSIDE CAtHoLIC CHArItIES

micHael morrisey
michael morrisey is the executive 
director of the catholic education 
Foundation. you can reach him at 
(913) 647-0383 or send an email to 
him at: mmorrisey@archkck.org. 

CEf CENtErED

Deacon 
dana nearmyer
 deacon dana nearmyer is the 
lead consultant for the archdiocesan 
office of evangelization and Catholic 
formation of youth.
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OVERLAND PARK — Father 
Anthony Lickteig knew noth-
ing of the massive surprise 
that was in the works for him 

until the letter arrived — an invitation 
from Pope Francis’ personal secretary.

The letter that came in late October 
invited Father Lickteig to concelebrate a 
Mass with Pope Francis in Rome on Dec. 
9 in honor of his 60 years of active priest-
ly ministry.

Although technically “retired,” he 
plays an active role in the archdiocese, 
including celebrating daily and Sunday 
Masses at Holy Spirit Parish in Overland 
Park as parochial vicar emeritus.

The invitation actually surprised ev-
eryone, including Father Richard Storey, 
pastor of Holy Spirit, who wrote the let-
ter that set everything in motion back in 
December 2013.

At the time, the parish was planning 
a big celebration in June 2014 for Father 
Lickteig’s anniversary.

And so, Father Storey sent Pope Fran-
cis an invitation, too, just in case it some-
how fit into his schedule.

He penned a note about the 86-year-
old priest’s years of service.

“What does it hurt?” he figured.
But 10 months passed without a word, 

until the end of October, when Father 
Storey received the letter acknowledging 
his correspondence and inviting Father 
Lickteig to concelebrate the Mass with 
the pope at his personal altar.

Father Lickteig was honored, but 
didn’t rush to book a flight. 

Father Storey, however, decided that if 
there was a way this could happen, it was 
going to.

Making it happen
Father Storey shared the news with 

the congregation on Nov. 1.
“There is no way you are not going,” 

parishioners immediately responded.
But when he checked prices online af-

ter that Saturday Mass, things didn’t look 
promising.

Still, he shared the news again at the 
Nov. 2 Masses.

“A gentleman came out and said, 
‘You’re going. Period,’” said Father Storey.

And with that, the plane tickets were 
taken care of.

Someone else handled the hotel ar-
rangements.

Someone else, meals.
“They all wanted to be included — 

part of it,” said Father Lickteig.
Holy Spirit Parish and the Holy Spirit 

alike played roles in bringing everything 
together, believes Father Storey.

Father Lickteig had a knee replace-
ment in late August, and so the timing 
worked out perfectly for the trip, for 
which he and Father Storey departed on 
Dec. 7.

The “whirlwind trip” took Father 
Lickteig back to Rome — the city where 
he had studied for four years in the sem-
inary and where he was ordained in 1954.

The official anniversary of Father 
Lickteig’s ordination was on Dec. 8, the 
solemnity of the Immaculate Concep-
tion. And on that date this year, he and 
Father Storey visited the very altar in 
Rome where he was ordained.

‘The good pastor’
Dec. 9 brought Father Lickteig’s un-

forgettable meeting with Pope Francis.
He joined several priests from the 

Diocese of Rome and a Jesuit priest also 
celebrating a milestone anniversary in 
concelebrating an intimate Mass with 
Pope Francis in a chapel at his residence, 
Domus Sanctae Marthae.

He found Pope Francis in person to be 

the same man whose spirit comes across 
in news reports and other stories.

“He’s very animated,” said Father 
Lickteig, who was touched by the points 
the “authentic” Pope Francis hit during 
his homily.

“He mentions that an evangelizer 
should never look like a person coming 
from a funeral,” said Father Lickteig.

A church is not simply a “museum” or 
an organization in which everything is 
“in its place, all tidy,” explained the pope, 

noting the importance of joy, celebration 
and peace.

Pope Francis also referred to Gospel 
passages about looking for the lost sheep.

From a businessperson’s perspec-
tive, losing one sheep yet still having 99 
might leave things looking good.

“But he said he’s not a businessman,” 
said Father Lickteig. “He is the loving 
shepherd, and he goes searching until he 
finds [the lost sheep].”

Pope Francis spent several minutes 
talking with Father Lickteig after Mass.

“In the personal meeting, there’s no 
formality,” said Father Lickteig. “He re-
minds me of the good pastor who, after 
Sunday Mass, is out there greeting the 
people. And he’s not afraid to take ahold 
of you and look at you and to smile and 
to comment, to nod — and his emotion 
comes through.”

When Father Lickteig told the pope 
he had studied at the Pontifical Grego-
rian University in Rome — founded by 
the Society of Jesus — Pope Francis gave 
him the thumbs up and said, “Bellissi-
mo.”

‘Nostalgia trip’
“It was a beautiful way to finish 60 

years as a priest, and to do it there where 
it all began with ordination on Dec. 8,” 
said Father Lickteig. “The trip was not a 
tourist trip, but a nostalgia trip.”

The two priests from Holy Spirit vis-
ited places where Father Lickteig had 
lived as a student and visited the Grego-
rian University.

Father Lickteig remembered his days 
of learning in Latin, which the young 
men at the time would practice in the 
courtyards preparing for their oral ex-
ams.

As they traveled, Holy Spirit parish-
ioners called the office for updates and 
followed the parish Facebook site with 
an enthusiasm Father Storey could only 
liken to excitement during the World Se-
ries.

They are grateful for everything the 
parish did to make this trip a reality, said 
Father Storey.

He and Father Lickteig have 71 years 
of combined life in the priesthood, and 
he feels this pairing of a newer priest 
with an experienced priest has been a 
blessing to both of them.

Father Lickteig, years ago as pastor of 
Queen of the Holy Rosary Parish in Wea, 
completed the paperwork when Father 
Storey entered the seminary, but the two 
have become good friends working to-
gether at Holy Spirit.

Father Storey was honored to accom-
pany Father Lickteig on this anniversary 
journey.

Father Lickteig shared his gratitude 
with the people of Holy Spirit after they 
returned from Rome.

“It’s one of those times when you ac-
tually feel the presence and power of 
prayer surrounding you,” he said.

He certainly felt their prayers when 
he was in the hospital to have his knee 
replaced over the summer.

“When we were walking through the 
colonnade to enter Vatican City, I had the 
same intense feeling: There are a lot of 
people just praying for you,” said Father 
Lickteig. “And I thanked them for that. 

“I told the pope, ‘The parish really 
loves you.’ And, of course, he gave his 
blessing to the parish and its families.”

celebrating with pope francis
father anthony Lickteig celebrates 60 years as a priest at a mass with the pope

father Anthony Lickteig shakes hands with Pope francis before mass with the pope in a chapel at 
his residence, Domus Sanctae marthae.

father richard Storey and father Lickteig stand outside a chapel at the basilica of St. mary major in 
rome, where father Lickteig celebrated his second mass as a priest.


